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S The Preface. 


Am mot Ionor ant, Chrifiian Reader, that the Doftrine of the 
Perſonal Reign of Chrift,with his Saivts upon Earth,(which 

thou wilt find aſſerted in the following Treatiſe is commonly en« 
tertained with very great prejudice; the Scriptures which in plain 
terms affirm this,(and nhich | have indeawvoured to reſtore unto their 

2. true meauing) betn? ordinartly interpreted tn a [eſe quite contre 
ryto their literal import and ſignificancy: Which kind of expoſition 
(under the notion of being Milterions axd Spiritual) having held 
for many Ages, and been embraced, without any further enquiry , by 
m*1 of the greateſt eminence for Holineſs and learning , even 4+ 

' wong theſe of the Reformed Religion, rogether with the Tragical 
Diſorders occaſioned in Germany, byſuch , who in words aſſerted 
the Reign of Chriſt, but indeed, u nder that preterce, tndeavoured 

to ſet up and eftabliſb their own, this hath ever ſince made the True 
meaning of the Scripture Prophecies, in this matter,to be ſuſpeRed 
.Z either of Novelty, or elſe of ſome Deſign to ſubvert all civil Go« 
5 vernment; nh1ich mer, out of their impatience of ſubjeftion bring Uhn 

i} turally apt to throw off, they may be ſuppoſed much more eaſily ready 
” tobe incited ta it, if they ſball be brought to think that they do here= 
- by God, and his Chriſt, good ſcrvice, i» attempting 10 ſet up his 
= Kingdom. exalting thumi-Ives, 2s the Robbers ## the Jewiſh 
N atson aid.(Dan, 11. 14.) tockabliſh the Viſion, 

In arſwer to all theſe exceptions and prejudices which it is not 

þr ange that the truth is attended and received with, no more then 

. A 2 $ that yy 
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; RES. The Preface; 
that the Sun doth ordinarily ariſt in 8 cloud, havethis toſ ay brief= 
ly, that neither Preſcriprion of rimz, nor authority of Perſon 

por the Error of unftable Men, ſh141d ſs far prepoſſeſ and fill our 
minds,as to make us (hut them up a3 11nft the impreſſion and entrance 
of Divine truth, which, like the Light , ſhiaes ſometimes mare, 
ſometimes leſs, according as it recetves fainter, or more vigorous 
npneteys from the Spirit of God, its Fountain and itean be no» 
t the at lat, ut 2 reſolved and peremptory Love of Darkneſs, 
Phich will 4:11 it admittan 6, by what imperfe Medium ſoever it 
be coxvetghed : The firſt tnquiry therefore, by perſons fincerely deſi- 
70KS of true knowledge, ſnould be to learn whether this ſtate of things 
(which I have undertaken from the Scriptures to demonſirate) be 
indeed Rewealed by Gel or.not, for then his words inthis as well 
a6 in other Miſteres, muſt be received according to their plaineſt 
ſenſe, tn ſpight both of our own, and others, pretendedly rational , 
ContradiFtons. And whoever are impartial and Unbiaſed in this 
enquirygreading the Scriptures in their own Light and evidence. and 
pot viewing them thorough the falſe Verſpetives , which cuſtomary 
expoſitions have made for them, I believe they will be forcedts con- 
feſs that they are ::0t capable of any other Interpretation but nhat the 
Prophets and Godly jews; before; the Diſciples, in , and the 
Primitive Church, for abewve 300 years, after our Sawingrs time, 
aid underfland them in: What that is I hawe here farthfully and 
platzly aelivered,aid as to myſelf,1 can ſay with the Apoſtle, belie- 
red therefore I 1pike, ſo as too hers,l! thought the truth to be of that 
importance,and withal the time of its accompliſhment ſo cear that 1 
was eaſily prevailed with,by Publiſhing this ſmall Treatiſe,to do my 
auty in ſtirring up 0:hers to a more ſevere and firif examining and 
ftud) of the Seriptures, then commonly they are accuſtomed to: 1 have 
#0 more to add, bat to recommend it to the bleſſing of God,who can 

make ſ vall and contemptible means, txſtrumental for the effefing 

of the great ef Works. | 
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- Dodtrine of the Kingdom,&c. 
Zch. 14.%.5. 


And the Lord my God ſhall come, and ell the Saints miththee : or, 
aSirtis in the Greek, with him. v. 9. And the Lord ſhall be 
King over all the earth; in t:hat day the Lord ſhall be One , aud 
bis Name One, ; 


þ - 


N the beginning of chis Chapter , there is a Prophecy that Je- 
* ruſalens, after it is Rebuilr,and the People of the Jews reſtored. 
to ir as is promiſed, c. 1. 16, and c, 8. 3, 4, 5.) ſhall by their 
enemies be beſieged and taken (v. 1, ; Preſently after which 
Deſolation , the Lord kimſelf will come down from Heaven, 
and veſtroy thoſe Nations (v. 3,and yg.) | 
* Jehovah, or the Lord, whiſe coming 1s here ſpoken of is na other then 
the Lord *h-:ſt, or, God Mas, the !econd Perſon inthe Godhead; who is 
called The Branch (c, 6.12. 13.) ſo named, either becauſe he ſprung 
from the flock of Jeſſe, as a Branch doth from the Root of a Tree ' which 
is intimated ) //a. 11.1.10-fer,23, 5.) and fo uſed by our Saviour 
| (Rey,22 16.) or elfe the Hebrew 12y ſheretranflated 8razch) may 
be revdred, as it is by the Greck Inter{reters, *Azarofi i, Ex Morning 
riſe, or D4;-ſiring, which very word is uſed by Zechar 7, in his Prophes» 
tick Song, concerning our Saviour {Luke 1, 78 ) with alluſion to which 
Pbraſe, the *poſtle faith, { Heb. 7, 14. } It is mariteſt uuy Lord ſprang 
Greek 'Avarirarxs) 1. &. Aroſe as light out of Jngab, To Cbrift . 4n 
both theſe capicicies i for be is not only The Branch of Reighteonſneſs) 
** (Jer. 33.15. )burt alſo The Sun of Righteouſneſs as he is ſtiled( Mal 4.2.) 
1 here is « 7 broze aud ſupreme Deminion promiſed, both in that 6:b, of 
Zechary,and more expreſs'y (in Das, 7, 13 14.) Where he is called 
The 5+nof Man, which Name (as | think principally with reference to 
that Prophecy of Danie/ ; was b- our Saviour, all the while he conyeb 
ſed npon Earth, moſt commonly uſed : And that we might not doubt 
f butische ſame Perl2n, who Feed chen,char is ſpoxen of ts come and 
| to Re'gn here, mencion is made », 4.4)of his deſcent upon Mount Oliver, 
which wasa place, where 0ur Saviour , whilſt bg was upon earth did 
much 


| . 
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Iſay 9.6. 
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much converſe : por the Mennt ef Oliver, He ſate when he foretold 
the Deſftrultion of Feruſalem, and his own coming which was to follow, 
after the Diſperſien of the Few:, was fully accompliſhed (Hark 13, 3.) 
Upon this Moxnt he began bis [»fferings, feeling here that 4»gwiſh and 
Grief of Spirit, which made him ſweat drops of blood (Lake 22, $9.) 
From hence, he aſcended up to Heaven,(Atts 1. 9, 12.) and hither ac- 
cording to the Ange's promiſe, is he to come down 1 th- [ame manner 
(v. 11,) The GP of which Promiſe, and the Glory which ſhall 
follow upon ir, is in this place of Zechary prophecyed of, 

Two obſervations are clear in the words, 

Firſt , That the Lord Chriſt, will cone in Pt ſon, and take to bimfe'f the 
Monarchy, or, Sovera:gn Dominion over the whole earth. 

Secondly, That when the Lord Chriſt comes to reign upon Earth , all bis 
Saints ſoall come with him, 

The firſt Obſervation is, That the Lord Chriſt ſhall ceme in Perſon, and 
take tobiewſelf the Monarchy, or Soveraign Deminion over the whole Earth, 
This com 1ng of Chriſt, which is His commg to Reign upon Earth however 
it is now decryed, and ſpoken againſt by many, yet (as1 ſhall anon 


prove ) it was the firm and conſtant belief, of almoſt all the Primitive' 
Church, for above three hundred =_ rogether after our Saviours 


time; and it is evidently prophecied of, not only in this, but in ſeveral 

other Scriptures: As 
1. 1ſay. 9. 6.7. The Sr, who is there ſaid to be given to ws, i.e, to 
the Jewr, T he Government likewiſe is ſaid to be laid upon bis Shoulder, 
of which Governwent there is to be »o exd, and the exerciſe thereof is 
to be, in a viſible way of Adminiſtration, #poz the Throxe of David to 
order and to eſtabliſh it ? Which is in effect ro ſay, that the Sox there pro» 
phecied of, ſhall become a K:»g, and rule his ſubjeRs in a viſible 
manneras David did : Unto which Prophecy , the Angel in expreſs 
words alludes (Luke 1,32 33,) Andthis was ſo underſtood, as | have 
explained it, by all theſe who acknowledg Chriſt; to be the 5 07 of Da- 
vid , or, The King of Iſrael, as our Saviour is called ( Joh» 1 49,) And 
that-confeſſion of Nathaniel is owned by our Saviour to be an effet of 
his Faith (v. $0.) And when our Saviour went up to Jer»ſalem, that 
ſolemn acclamacion ſignified no leſs, when the multitude cryed our, 
Bleſſed is the Kingdow,, which cometh in the Name of the Lord (the King = 
dom) of onr Father David (Mark 11,10, ) whereby they plainly inti- 
mate, that they did then at that time expeR (ard the Eyangeliſt, Lok e 
dothin expreſs words declare ſo much ( Luke 19. 11.) Tt atthe Kirg- 
dow of God, (1, The Kingdom which God bad promiſed to vne of the 
x poitcrity 


UM 


= 
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_)J DPoſterity of Devid) hould appeey, or be male manifeſt i, be chit fet up 
and viſibly adminiſtred in its Glory : which, though, as to the time, be 

it was not ſo ſuddenly to be eſtabliſhed as they expeRed; yet, asto 
the thing it ſelf, they were not at all miſtaken , for our Saviour doth 
there intimate, that he would come again 1» perſon, and deſtroy bis enernes, 
(Luke 19, 27.) Which is he firſt wy work, tothe ſerting up 
j . of his Kingdom: and afterwards the Evangeliſt Fobs, doth in a viſion 


ſee the atual completion of this, when upon the ſounding of the ſeventh 
Trump, he heard ond voices in Heaven, ſaymg, the Kingdom: of the World 
are become the Kingdomes of the Lord, and of bis Chriſt, and he ſpall Reign 
for evtr and ever (Rev. 11 15.) which place comparing it with Rev.10.7, 
ſbowes, that this was nothing elſe, but a finiſhing ot that Miſery of God, 
which in all che Preceeding Ages, be bad declared by bis Servants the 
Prophet; Hence it is,thac,atcer his viX >rious and final fabduing of his 
Enemies, Job» ſees the Lord Chr:i/t attired with a Tryamhant Robe,and 
upon it this Regal laſcription Kg of Kings 4nd Lord of Lord: (Rrv.19, 
; 16. wrt ich is che name that was given to Vebuchadnezuar, the Head of 
the Firſt Menarcby (Dar. 2 37.) and is afcerwards upon a much better 
Title, given to Chriſt when he hath aRtaa'ly made himſelf ' the vi/i5/e 

"4  Hiadof the Fifth «nd laſt , for which reaſon, it is called a New Name, 

| Rev, 3.12.) 

- aneckes place, wherein the Y ſible 4nd Perſonal Reign of Chrift, is ay, 11. 
| prophecied of, is /ſ« 11, fromy 1.t0v. 10, Where Chriſt is called 
| @ Rod out of the femme Jeſſe, and of bim it is ſaid, that, be ſhowld bear 
Rule over the Nations unto whows they ſhou!d ſerk, , Or , [namit themſelves 

—— -faccording to that in { Gen. 49. 10.) Knto bim hall the «bedience of the 
| Nation be) The Graces, wherewith he ſhould be indued for Covern- 
ment are mentioned 2.3.) together with his aftua! Ruling, Jud: ing, 

" and Governing according to thera /v, 4.) where, to ſmite the -arth wh 
the Sword of Lis Month, is not (as it is commonly underſtoad) barely £9 
convince the World by Preaching, but to conquer it by Power, as 1 is p+r- 

»- ticularly expreſſ.d * kev, 1g 13 14,15, Which likewiſ: is principal- 
ly, iacended inchar excellent Song (7. 45. 3. 4. 5 ) [be Riding; +de 

| Sg on rne Swrd, conquering and (ubdumyg of cnenwier, there ſpoken of be- 
ing only the Preparatory wo! k unto the ſetting up ofthe Kingdow of 

C briſt, whe eupon it '#/lowr 1 6. ) I by Throne, O God, 5s for tvtr and tvar 
theScrp &- of thy Kingdoms 5+ a Right Scepter, or a#Scever of Equity, 

1. Ruling in Righreouſ: eſs, which as ic was ſpoken of Chrilt ſo ic 

is by ibs Apoſticappiyed ro him, (Heb, 1, 8, 9.) Suicableto who = 

nat 


LIMI 


wo. wa nr —— _ <> es... A _ > —_— _ Ce ms o 


[ 


| Re: L (4) 
{ that Prophecy (1/, 2-4.) Hy ſhall judge among the Nati on, and ſpdll re: —| 
bake many peoples 4 .Y 2 . 1 
Y 1/4,35. 3. Another Prophecy cancerning the reign o/Chrift , is Ta, 3 51'4/ 
s 4+ opened, Behold your God ſail cr with vengeance; 16 wthareeompen' (1, e, Re- 
| compenfing that miſchief which the enemies did his peopte, by recyrn- 
inp the ſame ups themchemlerves, as 5:tbreaened (7 oe 3, 4) aud be 
well {.,ve youzay coming there, -rthata vilibie Appearaice of the Lord 
bimſelt in Perſon, is meanx, appears from (v; 2.) where it-is'ſaid, 
Carmel ard - haror(t&, All the Places of fxdea, which of old were famous 
I bur ac that time ſh1ill be enriched -wich an extraordinary fruirfalheſs; 
| as follcws in this chapter of Za havy, : ( 2.10, :11. ) compared with 
IV. 51.3-and (Ezk, 36. 35. 36.) They tail ſer-the Glory of the Lord 1, 
the Lord Chriſt; who is lo itiled { 40, 5.)and whom to ſee in his Brawry 
(1. e, when he appears the ſecond ire, inche luitre of his'Majeſty, with- 
ext ſin, i, without the imputation of (in, which before did cloud and e- 
clipſe is Beauty, to {ee him then) it 1s reckoned. as the ſum and per- 
fe&,on of that happineſs, which is promiſed unto thoſe who walk w+ 
righ'tl We '33-17,):Whereupon 3 tn is earneſtly called upon to babu/d 
her God, A 40, 9. 10,11.) For as the Lord. Chri/t (according ,as't is ” 
there prophecied } came once to ſave his people, b; gearing and Yajiyy ... v; 
down his life ſor them, as a ſhepherd ; ſo ſhall he hereafter comeagain, 
* ,, . - and-thatintheſame nature, to rule them asa. P-i:ce, and'to deliver 
ky them from their enemies, And then in the Prophets words, how byarts: 
3 tifl ſpall be the Feet of :chole, thac can, bring ſuch r:divgs to Sion ; asto 
ſay unto her Thy God Reigne(h , Then ſhall the Watchmen life up*the 
\ 25:ceand ſing , for joy of lo glorious a ſpeRacle, for this fall not bean; ' 
obſcure and hidden thing, but eye {a// ſee to eye mben God b-ings ack Sion 
(I/a 52, 7, 8.) 1bat Phraſe of ſeejag Eye to Eye, is very remarkable; it” 
being uſed but once before, and thar (in Numb. 14 ' 14 ) 'concerning' 
Gods manifeſting of his g/ory to the I/rae/ires, in a clond and fire, thar 
reſted upon the Tabernacle, and the beholding of rhis; is called a ſeeing 
P'g2 Þ'p of God Ey7 to Eve, (for ſo it ſhould be rendred and not Face to Face) 1, 
, plainly, wichout any thing interpoſed to binder the Viſion, Bur-theſe 
deamings forth of Divine glory, ſhaf! e much more conſpicuous and * 
diſcernible hereafter.,id che. humane Nature of Chriff, ard equally ex- + 
gf poſed to the view of beholders, For th- very ſame perſon, whomin the 
g days of his Hm ation, and Abaſemen:,in bearing the ſins of Mankind, 
#A4en did abborr, him bereafcer Kings Wl TH ſee, and ariſe (in token of re- 
verence) 4nd worſhip (Ila, 49. 7.] And as mary:formerly nere &ohied - 
is 
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(5) i. 
hirYiſ-ge, lothefin fign of their Awe and ſubmiſſion}, They ſhall ſhus 
their Months at kins (Iſa) 52. 13, 14, 15.) Of which reverence and fub- 
miſſion, to be paid by al}, unto the Soveraignty of C brit , when he 
comes to Reign, the Plalmiſt likewiſe prophecies, (P[. 72, 15.17.) 

— 4. This is gatbered alſo, from [ſay 62 11, Where God calleth upon Toy 62 
his Miaiſters trom the vtmoſt ends of the Earth,to proclaim unto Stem, 7” - 
Bubold, thy ſalvation (or rather thy Sav1oar, or thy Feſws) cometh , biko'd — py 
bis reward 14 with him: which laft words are uſcd by our Saviour him- * 
ſelf, when he foretel's rhe ſuddenneſs of his ſecord coming (Kev.22, I2, "yo 
Which though it be inceed co d:ſiroy bis Enemies, yet the principal yo, 
end is to ſ-ves and to deliver bis people, by reigning with, and among 
them : Of which time Obad/ah ſpeaks (v.21, } Savicers (1. the fupream 

and moſt excellent Saviour, who is allo called Yiſdews, (Frov.g,1) as 
being moſt wile ) ſhall c:-me non Mount Son, to judge the Meorut of Eſan, 
(i.e, Io puniſh all the enemies of his People, who, with reference to 
the enmity of F ſaw againſt Jacob, are frequently called Edomices ( a 
Iſa.34.5, 6, $, and 63. 1, 4, &c. ' and (i, atter that Judgement execus- ” w 
ted upon thoſe Enemies ) the K:ngdow (i, the ſupream Dominion 
and Soveraignty , of which Obadiah kere prophecies ) ſhall be the 
ih - Lord, 
q Laſtly, All choſe places, wherein mention is made of Gods railing up 
David, in the {atrey 4ay:; to be K:-g amorg and over his people , car» 
not be meant of any elle,then ofthe Lord Ch-if, who, according ta 
the Flefh, was of the poſterity and race of Did; and who in order to 
the falſi/1i.g of all thoſe S:r:prmves. and for the ſo'ace of his faithful 
{ ſobj:&s, as well as terror of his Enemies; muſt hereafter Reign in as 
Viſlid'eand apparent a manner, as ever Dawid did; Thus Gud by Exze- 
kjiel, ſpeaks expreſly, / «ill ſave my flock, and 1 will ſet up one Shepherd, 
ever th:m, and beſ} ail fea them, evinmy Se1want David , ke (nll 
feed chrrn, and he fh.li vs the r Shepherd, andl the Lord mill bs their God, 
«nd my ſoryani David, a pin ce amorg them, * Fack, 34, 23, 24. ) fo 
cap. 37-24. 25+ David my Siryant ſhall be King over them, and they ſhall 
| all bave one Snepherd, ard they (hall dwell in the Land that [ have g10:% unto 
14c1b, ard my Sery ane Diyid, (hall be thesr Prince for ever, Of him, and 
ys p:rſonsl Reig 1 upon Earth, itis that God ſpeaks by Jeremy, 7 mill "IL 
raiſe, wp wnto Day:d A vigh tr2s Branch, and 4 King ſhail reign (i, e, Fe as rg1 % 
a King ſhall reign ) and jFall proſper (or, ſtall deal wiſely, as the Word is * 

i ranſlated, ina Proph: cy of the ſawe Perfon , ard co the. fame pur 
xoſe (/ſar $2.13.) Ardffall execute] uwdgement and rightcou[ne{4 . in (he. 
'Ew1ih, ln bus days } udab thall be ſaved, and Iſracl ſhall dwall ſoftly, 4x il:4 
kd ls N-mt, wherety they ſpall call biyy Jebouah our rightres [neſs 

So B 
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(Jer. 23,4: 5, 6.) And then as he fpeaks in another place, they ſhaZ 


ſerve the Lerd their God, avd Dawnd their King, (jer. 30 9.) Of which 
time alſo the Prophet Hoſea ſpeaks in that excellent and Clear Prophe- 
cy (Hof. 3.4, 5 ) All wbich places, are ſo full and plzin for the Perſo- 


* nal Refidence and Reign of our Lord Cbri/ nnon Earth, that withonr 


' Reaſos 1, 


ou violence and wreſtling they cannot polli>!; be otherwiſe under» 
Ko0d, 

That all theſe Prophecies of Ccripture with maay more cf the ſame 
Nature and Tendeacy, muſt be li*cral'y interpreted, as really ard 
plaialy meaning the thiugs they ſpeak 'of . be':dc> whe evidence of the 
words themſelves, which baye nothing in i1:m of Darknels er \mbi- 
quity, thereare theſe reaſons which may icsve farcher co evince 

Eirſt, B-cauſe God is very exa@ and careful in the fulfling of his 
P:cmifes, for this end they were written, chacthey might be ever- 
lz{ti:p records of Gods goodneſs, which bi» peopie migat always 
plead in Prayer with him, and wait in Hope ſor their full accomp'ifh- 
ment (fer, 30 2, 3.) And for this end we 2re commanded to read 
them, becauſe none of thoſe things ſhall /ail of being effcetually perform- 
ed, which are prophecied of, ( I/a 34. 16, And wur Saviour hath 
girenſuch a Teſtimony to this purpoſe, as noti.ing can bs more ex- 
preſs, Heaven ard Earth, ſaith he, call piſs Away, before one jot or title 
of the Law, (i, Ofthe writings of Hoſes and the Prophets, whet er 
we conſider thetr precepts, or their Predictions ) bai! feil, till all things 
be doxe ( 1. Till every thing be exactly fulfilled which they have writ- 
ten ) for Gods Truth and Fairb{mineſs ( which be magnifies above all bis 
Naeme,as the moſt glorious of his attributes P/ſa/, 138 2.) doth en« 
gage him to the performance of the leaſt aud molt minate circumſtance, 
which can from his word be rightly gathered as a Ciſcorery of his fu« 
ture intentions : but if all their places, wich miny more that may be 
quoted, concerning the Perſonal Reign of Chriſt upon earth, beforc the 
laſt and Univerſal Judgement, may be eluded by 471/t1cal Hater pretarions 
a very great and conſiderate portion ot Scrip.ure Prophecy, will be 
utterly loſt and made uſeleſs, nay ſeem to be written te no other 
purpoſe, but to beget in true Believers vain hopes, wkich far be ic 
from any ſo mach as to imagine, f:ce God, as he doth not 7 expe, 
(Fames 1,14, 15, ) fo neither will he Dece:ve any, but rather ruine 
this admirble frame ofthe Univerſc, then not emp'oy his whole 
power to effe&, and that to the uttermoſt, what ever any of his ſer- 
vants, in his Name and by his Spirit have foreto 1d- 
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Secondly, Another Reaſon as be taken from the litteral, fulfil- Ruafen 2% 
ing already of other Propheciess which were much difficult in the ac- 
compliſhing, and ſome of them not tending ſo viſibly to illuſtrate che 
glory of God and of his Chrift, as this | am now inſiſting upon a» 
mong theſe 1 ſhall mention only rwo, which, in their ſeveral kinds arg 
|. rruly admirable, 
= 1, Concerning the Birth and ſafferingr of Chrif, | 
Wo 2 2, Concerning the Riſe and Kergw of nti-Chrift, . 
rt. The firſt remarkable Prophecy which hath beea literally falfil'ed, 
is that concerning the Birth and (rfferings of Chriſt : that the eternal So 
of God ſhould become a mort a Man, that He who made the Wor{d ſhould 
ſubieR himſelf ro the penury and want of a Calamitous life, and afrer 
+ that, fo far emp? bimſe/f of his Native glory, as to dye an accurſed 
death , this contains in ic ſ@ many wonders, that before it was done, 
the Prophet comp'ains yery few did believe thereport of it, and yer not 
a ſyllable which concerned our Saviours Hami/:ation and 1nglor ious cſtare, / 
as May, but was by him fully accomplifhked , for which exatneſs and (+$3+T- 
carethere isthe reaſon given, both by our Saviour and the Evange- 
K- liſt, All theſe things were dont that the Seriptures of the Prophets might be 
- fwifilled (Mat. 9, 51. 56.) Andit is very obſervable, that when our 
Saviour was nai'ed to the Crols, being theneven inthe Agony and 
pangs of Death, yet that n-thing might be omitted, which wich the 
leaſt poſlibiliry or plea tou'd be urged as a part of his ſufferings, and 
calling then to mind that t e had nor yet rnk the Vinegar and Gall, 
which the Pſalmiſt mentions ( *ſa! 69, 21, Y He preſently cryed our, 
I thirſt ; and having received that bitter potion from one of ee (oldi- 
ers, be ſaid, Teſmawar Ir i5 finſhed, 1, All things which the Scriptures 
have foretold concerning, not only my Death, but allthe manner and 
circumſtances of my dying, they are now to a Iitle accompliſhed , 
and then in roken of thankfulneſs , that his Fatbey had beard and | 
trenzthned hi a bickerto, for this difficult, and ſeeming lels noble, part Jobs 1g, 
yp”. of his wor#, He towrd bi: bead, and contentedly goue wpthr Ghoeſ#, from 28,30- 
» |. «- .whichexiftneſs it is calie to gather, that the ſame truth and faithful- Heb.5-7 
- neſs which: 9ur Lord manif. (ted in coming into, and going out of the 
World, tedoth intend te ſhow by baſleningehis return, and in a lit- 
teral fulk'ing #f thoſe promiſes, which concern his XKingdowe and Ex*+ . 
#''a wn: and forany toread them by a limiced and reſtrained ſenſe, 
i 15 neither 20 deale fairhtully with the Scripture ( of which every Jo's 
a4 Title mt be fnljil'et ) norhonorably with our Lord Chrift, wins 
certainly bath mericed fo much by the punRualneſs, as well as ths 
B 2 | greatne! 
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greatneſs of his ſufferings, that his inheritance of ruling 41! Natioxr, 
(honld not be abridged or curtailed : finee he did not, when he ſuffe- 
red, mince the matter, gor eaſe himſelf by adiſtinRion, but did 7 row 
ſeſnm excipere, T ake the whole Chap, without ſheddiug a drop, or aba- 
ting the rigour of the ſmalleſt circumſtance, which did but ſeem to re- 
fed upon him, ky ſhou'd we then im:1gine but thoſe many promi- 
ſes, concerning his ataal Reign and ſoveraignry over the worid, will 
be made good in the moſt clear and compre! e:v;ve Latitude of Scrip- 
cure language : eſpecially ſince beſide cle r1:uth ind faithfulneſs of 
God which doth eng:ge him to periorm ir, tl:15 13{t doth ina more e- 
miaent aad ſignal manner advarce the konour of our Saviour thenthe 
former , which :he Fatbey who [>ye; the Sor, «nd fa h gwen ell 6 ng into 
bis hard', will not at his requeſt deny him. P/«/, 2. 8. g. 

2, Azochcr Prophecy, the fulfiling of which is an Argument that 
C'r:/t wil! come and »eign upon earth, in the ſame vilible manner as is 
prophecied of bim, is that concerning the» ſe and reign of Anti-Chriſt, 
that Chriſtian Religion, which) is ſo direRly contrary to mers natural ap- 
petires, and likewiſe met with ſuch fierce oppoliition fromenraged and 
cruel men, ſhould notwithſtanding all chis prevails over the world, 
had in it Miracle and ſtrangeneſs ecough, bur, after ths Religion wes 
p'anted, and almoſt an univerſal obedience w2s paid unto it, that a 
company of [mpo/?ors ( as they are called, 2 J«b» v 7,) ſhould ciſa 
up and make ule ofthis yery Religion, to deſtroy it's lelt, ang wreſt 
it's DoArine quite contrary to it's true intent and ttaning , that any 
ſhould be ſo impiouſty daring, as to perſwade the world ( which 
Chriſt care to enlighten, John 12, 35. 36, that to be lzmrare and 
Blird, :, ce, To be willing to be deceived and ſeduced, was the next 
way to be Chrs?; Dscipler,and that they were moſt likely to ſerve God 
and to obey his commands beſt, who ſtudyed his word lea(t:this is roo 
prodigious and amazing an |Impiety, that ore might have ſaid of it 
in formerages, what the Apoſtle ſpeaks concerning the Revelation of 
the Goſpel, lt could never enter $129 the heart of m4nto corcerytit, but yet 
ſuch groſs deluſions were gxatly foretold ( 2 Theſ, 2, 1. 10, 1, 
Tim. 4- 1. 2. 3. 4. 2 Pet, 2. Revil. 13, And we bave lived to 
ſee them, in their moſt amazing and fupendions particulars, literally 
accompliſhed, fince then, that D-tiring is taught concerning the for- 
bidding of Mayriage, and the ab/t aining from Meats, which the Spirit of 
God hath already called the D:#rine of Div:l; * fince there is a /awleſs 
man who now actually /its inthe Temple ( or Church of Ged ) cha\lenging 
to himſelf Divias power and honour : fince that Beaſt who kills al{thar 
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— will not warſhip bis Image, and receive his mark, (ie, Who will not teſti- 
fie tkeir Communion with him, by ſome viſible and outward A& of 
Conformity, ) is not only Ra/en long ſince, but reigning 17 Rome, the 
Cuty with ſeven Hillr, nbch 1: adirned with Gold ard pretions (fonts, and 
makes all the Nations rf the Hor ld drum with the wine of ber Formicationg 1.04 
| Which hath a ſpecious glittering. and Pompous Religion , wheredy 
-= {ſhedothbewitch the Credulous World, and makes his poylonous pil's 
"> of ldolairy aud Will-worſhto ſecurely twailowed. In a word, ſince 
Acti-Chrift is come, in his fu | proportion, and according to choſe 
L ineaments wherein he was before deceived?why then {t ould wedouds, 
bat our Lord C+r:/t will alſo come to Reign, in the very (ame Manner 
as 1- prophecied concerning him, can we think that God will be more 
as exact in fu'filing th? Proprecies , wiich concern the 4d yancement 
of his Enemy, then in accompliſhing thoſe which make for the Eza!te» 
ti2n and Honcur of his Son ? ſhall the Ki-9dom ff Anti=Chriſt for thus 
many hundred of Years. be an uriverſal extent, that the Scriptures * 
about him might b? tuinied , and ſhall not the kingdome of Chri/t, in ors 
der to the accompliſhment of che ſame Scriptures, be much more large 
and comprehenſive ? I cannot ſee the leaſt preterce of ſolid Reaſon, 
— why we ſhould ſv much as once doubt of i:; for the ſame Sp rt of 
Truth, who ſaid, Anti-Chrilt 3u/d come, hath foretold likewiſe, thar 
he ſhmuld be deſtroyed, whom Chrift (all abrlih by the brightneſs of his 
appearance, i e, by th: ſeiting ug of his Kinndome ( as they are joyned 2 
Tim, 5. I, ) Andinth: ruine 0; that great /mpoſtonry erect unto bim- Tohs 7 
ſelf upon Earth a durable Throne of Glory, then will he pur an end 
To all chole Crents and Dive! "1 D-1u tons. whReredy re Fice of Chriltia- 
nity hach hitherto been dish ured, and**ccording a5 Zechary here pro- 
phecies, makz :#e Name of the Lord © i. e. his Worſhip } one as the 
Lord himſelf 3s [ in his Nature ] Oe which happineſs in this degene- 
rate and forlorn poſture of things, we canno: bope for untill that 
kingdome come, which we ( for the moſt part ignorancly ) but daily 
7" pray for; and our Lord from Heaven . be pur in fuil poſſefiion upon 
| Erch of his promiſed and deare'y purchaſed Inhericance; in contem+ Heb. 12 
- plationand foreiighr of which he couragiouſly bore the c9:tradiltion of 2.3. 
frnners againſt hi/elf, many the Cr'ſs, d:[tiſtirg the ſhame, and 19 OP 
ſate down at the right hand of the thyine of Gol , and as the ſame Authour. Heb, 10, 
ſaith in another place ex/pet, or, wat:b tifl the time cometh, that bis 13, 
Sw Enemies be made the feot ſtool of bis leer. 
Thirdly, Our Saviour himſelf never dens ed, that he both was and Fexſon 
wou!d be a Krng in thet glorious and vilible manner, which is prophe- third 
cied 
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cied of - for though, while he was -_ 4 the Lord Chrift ated in — 
4 way ſuitable to that forms of @ ſervant, which he then took upon bim 

( and therefore his &;ngdome and patience are joyned together, Rev, 1, 

9) Yet when he was urged by the Phariſees, he told rhem that he was 

the Son of God, and that they ſhould ſee him ſi:ting 9» the right hand of | 
pew'r ( Mat, 26. 64.) And betore Pilate he conteſſed he was a King, 
which he calls a witneſſing to the Truth | Fobn 19, 37.] and the Apoſtle 
Pal (tiles it a good confeſſron{t Tim. 6,13.14. ) and chough our Savi- 
our then ſaid tv Plate, that, his kingdom wa! wot of this world, loasy tobe 
advanced by world!y a&s, and to be (er up by the fighting of ks: followers, 
[_ » 36. ] Yechedidnot deny that he was to have 4 i{:+le kingdows in 
the #0111, but on the contrary doth clearly intiemate it, both there, and 
in ſeveral other places; As, : 

1. When Peter in the name of the reſt of the Diſciples, doth ask our 
Saviour what rev4r4d they ſhould have for leaving 4/l, 4nd followirg him, 
our Saviour replyes, that, befides an hurdred fold recomperce mn thir life, 
given as an earneſt of ſomthing better, they ſhould be tully recompen- 
ecd in thi reg:eer4ti0n te As the Syriacke tranſlates it, 1m 1the new world, 
or, in the world to come, 4s it is called | Heb, 2. 5. ] This is the wew 
Heaven, and new Fa th, which [[ay prophecies of { //a 65. 17.] and "_ 
wh:c5 laith the Apoitle Pecer, weexſpect according ro bir promiſe | 2 Pit, 
$,13, Jand is the ſametime, with that of the ſounding of the ſeventh 
Tramzet (| Rev. 11 | for chen the kingd: wes of this werid, are to ber me 
the kir gaomes of tee Lord ard of his hrijt, | v. 15, Jand then be null give 
# reward wxlo ki; ſervants the Prophet s, and to kis Saints, and to them that 
fear bim both ſmall and great {v. 18. ] chis is called ( Atts. 3.) The times FT 
of refreſhing, ( v, 19.) and the time of reſtitution of all things (v.21, )1, 
That time wherein the ſtate of the World fall be renewed andaltered, 
and chat perfe&ion and beanty put upon it, wherewith ir was endued ac 
the fart Creation, as is evidently prophecied (1/a, 11. 6.7.8. 9- and 51, 
3. add 65.25. with Ez:ch, 36. 34.35.) And this is the time in which 
- our Saviour promiſeth, that all his followers ſhail have a rich and am- = 

ple reguiral for all their cemporal hardſhip and loſes; which rime is 
not the final jadgernwent ( for none of the forementioned places do ſpeak 
of that } but the time of our Saviours Kerps in which he ſaith char bis 
Dil. iples ſhall ſhare wich him, beth there and again { Luke 22, 29 30, 
and not only they unto whom that anſwer was made, but al! the fasrh- 
ful, 2 Tus 2,11, 12,) and all who evrrcom: i, e. who have th: words of — 
Chriſt, ard hd them falt unto the exd, even they have a promiſe of the 
ſame royalty, which the ord Chrilt bath received fiom his Father, and 
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I thatis To bave power over the Na = toruleth.ws with a red of [ron, 
{Rev, 2. 26+ 27 ] Which is celebrared in that Tryumphant Song of 
the Church, thou baſt made ns nic oxr Grd, Kirgs and Pry ffs, and we [ball 
reign upon earth, [Rev.,5.10 } ; 
| 2, Our Saviour compares himſelf, upon his withdrawing from cart), Zak. 19, 
unto ſuch a Prince, who goe>a far Journey, torece:ve « Kingdom , 8Nq 12, oe» 
then returns in perſon to mannage it (Lakerg 12,) Which compari- ned, 
- ſonis veryobſervable, becauſe is was uſed at.s ſpoken by our Sav our, 
at ſuch a time, when kus bearers choughe that rhe Kingdimn of God (which 
from the Prophets they bad received ſuch clear diſcoveries of) was jult 
then upon the point of Appearing (v. 11,) And though by r.cntioning 
the delay that weuld be interpoſed, our Saviour doth check the impa- 
tience and eager haſt of their deſires, yer doth he ſufficiently maniteſt, 
that, at the time ap; ointed, he would come, and in perſon deftroy 31! 
his Epemies (v 27 ) 35 we find heacually i» ſeen to do ( Rev, 29, It. 
21.) Which is the direct purport of all thoſe Prophecies (hat 1 bare 
mentioned, | 
3. Whenthe Apoſtles, who were now in a great meaſure enlightned 4#,1 6. 
{ for by ozr Saviours breathing upon them, they badreceived the Holy Ghyſt grened. 
"_ [ [oh. 20. 22, | ad thetr mind was opened to nnderſiand the Scri tw es 
(Luke 24,45 } Yet then they asked our Sayiour , whether he wox/d at 
that time reſto ethe K ingdows arto To ae'!: [(Atts 1.6 | whe:e, by Kingdom 
is meant that Dominion and Soveraign:y promiſed to the I/-ac/ices,/ in 
Deut, 33. 29+ /ſ4, 60.10, 11,12, Micab 4,6,7,8.) Ft which time 
the Lord Chriſt himlelf hall be at the Head of his Returning Vraelices; 
_ < (1ſa.$2.12,c.35 8. according to the Hebrews, Hol 1,11, Mic.2.12.13.) 
And our Saviour in bis Anſwer, doth not rebuke them fur expe&ing 
iach « Kingd m, (for tbe Scriptures which ſorere!l ic are clear, and muit 
te fulfilled) Þuc only he proves the curioſity. in that they required at- 
ver Gods Arcana and delired to know 1heſe Times and eaſorr, (1, the 
particular time of ſetting up that promiſed Kirgdom ) which as yet 
a were not revealed, but reſerved ty ihe Fatker, m 1; 0:08 Pow:r, It is for 
| the ſame Reaſon, that the i wo $+#1 of Z-bedee, (Mat. 20, 22, are check- 
_ ed, whodid belieye that Chriſ?, was to be a K:»g, nor a:£ they blamed 
for that, but they diſcovered a prepoſterous ambition, in deſiring to be 
advanced above their Bretbren, and utterly miſtook both the t me and 
raanner of ſettin; up that Kingdors and therefore our Saviour (to take 
_ t1em off from their chought, which then poſſeſſed them , of preſenr 
greatneſs) meations his [uff ertugr, as the way whereby he ( and conſe» 
Quenily all his Followers)were to enter into Glory.So Luke 34 29 21, 
When 
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; moaving themſelyes as if now all cheir hopes were loſt, for we,ſay they, 
| &rmſt edthar it had been he, who ſhon'd have redeemed [[rarl: 1. Who 


[12) 
When the :wo D:ſciple: were diſconſolate for the death of Chriſt , be- 


ſhould have aſſ-ried our Nation into that liberty and freedom, which 
the Prophets ſpeak of ,as the effe of the Sons being given to them (1[,9.4, 
Jer, 30, 8,9, 10.) Fe, Our Saviour, in his reply, doth grant their ſup- 
poſal, but reproves them ſharply: for not being better acquainted with 
the Scriptures, out of wiich they might have learn't, That Chriſt ovg't 
10 have [nffered all theſe things, and then to exter into bus Glory, where by 
his Glory, is meant bus K wpdory, as is plain (ark 10 37,compared with 
Ma', 20 21,) In the ſame manner, after his ReſurreRion, our Saviuur 
doth blame his Apoſtles, in thar forementioned demarl of theirs , not 
for their expeRation, bur for theic h4/7 , and therefore he bids them 

( v. + )prepare for /»f er15g, and nicreſſizg, astheir next immediue 
work, His Kingdom being to be prolonged, as to the ſetting of it up, 
call thetumber of bjs witreſſes was compleated (&ev 6, 11,) Andthen 
there ſhould be »o /ozger 1177, (Rev. 10 6.)1, No mor: delay: but he 
would preſently come, #7 rewa”d kis Servants, and io aeſtroy them nb.ch de-+ 
ſtr oy thecarth, (Rev. 11,15. 18) 

4, Intte Reve/ation, which our Savicur ſaith, (cap. 1, 1.) That he 
had received ſrom ihe Father to this cnd, ther he might pow wnto his Ser - 
wants what things were to come to paſs bereatier, there we have this Reign 
fully manifeſted and the time of ic, duration for a Thouſand years, ex- 
preſly mentioned {Rev. 20.4.6,) So that now tkere can ra- 
tionally be no more ſcruple about ir, becauſe the words of that book 
are declared to be the true 4d fait; ful ſajings of God, | Rrwi1g g Jaxd 
they are-pronour'ced B [ed whe read #n hear the words of the Prophecy, 
ant keepthe things that are wrinten thererr, i, Wholivevp to a full belief, 
and expeRation of them ; Fut ift1uch arcign and Krrgcom, as is there 
ſpoken of, ſhall never be. ko» cx thoſe ſarings be trxe? or, it they areto 
hare arother interpretati:nput vpon them, then the words themſelves 
do naturally and neceſſarily import, hew are they Fatthjul? So thatl 
conclude this third reaſon with his, that cur Saviour was fo far from 
denyia ghis perſonal re1gn and v4/i6/e K ingdom upon Earth, that he doth 
clearly own and aſſert ic.. ; : 

Fourthly, Another reaſon, why the Prophecies of Scripture, con- 
cerning the reign of Chriſt, are literally to be underſtood, is this, bes 
cauſe this way of putting myſtical and {jititual mearirgs, upon plain 
and poſitive texts. is very unſafe and dangerous ; many Herehes, were 
of old introduced, ard Kill are fumented by it, 1 becieve it vas _ 
(bis 


: _ _— that, the eternal Son of Grd took 4 Body and Fleſh, up- 


. Apoltle, ill be hath put all bis Emmes wer bis feet ; and till that be done 
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dbis very prtence that ſomein the Church of Corinth, did deny the re- 
ſurreftionof the dead , and others as Hywenews and Philetas did affirme, 
18 was paſt already , and indeed what truth can be ſo-clearly revealed, 
which -may not by taking the words in a figurative ſence, de altogether 
eluded ! farre be it therefore from ns, co l;wer rhe holy One of 1/ra4l, or to 
ſeck how we may darken bis cyunſal by our; words} 1 ( which if in any re» 
ſpe& they contradict his, muſt needs ber) without knowledge, lince it 
hath pleaſed God to promiſe, that bis Chriſt, ſhall reign with his Saints 
pou earth, let us not by unbelcif, | for I cannor yet ſee from what os 
ther root ſuch denyal can proceed ] caſt off the mercy : but rather la» 
bour to receive the trmths of Ged, according to his own word, in the 
utmoſt extent, and moſ} comprehenſive meaning of it, anp not ac” 
cording to what ſeems poſlible-in our own narrow conceptions, Reaſeu | 
Fiftly, This resgn of ( briſt 1» perſon ſerves to make up and to coms <7 
pleat the great Idfery of rhe Goſpel; which conſiſts, not only in having *' 
God or Saviour, but the ſame God, in the ſame bumane”Nature, like« 
wiſe our King ; and this was that Miffery, which God revealed to the 
Prophets ( Kev. 10, 7, ) and remained to be fulfled under the ſeventh 
Tr ampet ( as | have already obſerved from Kevel.11. 15, ) cherefore 
when our Saviour was taken up into Heaven , the Angels comforted 
bis amazed and ſorrowful Diſciples with this, chat, rhe ſame Feſus 
fhruld return as be went [ 1. in the [ame v1 fible and apparent manner ) as be 
went away ( Aits 1, 11, )which allo the Apoſtle Peter teſtifies (c. 3. 19. 
20, 21.) when the times of refreſhing ( 1, the time cf calling the Fews, 
which will be a time ſo glorious that it will be as /:fe frons the drad, 
( Rom. 11.15, ) ſal come from the preſence of the Lord; whom the hea- 
ven weſt receive until that time, which he thencalls !hs r1xwe of the reftis 
tures of all things, which Goa hath ſpoken of by the mth of his if Pro. 
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omfim, merrily contemned and crucified, and that he will not brin 
the ſame body to receive it's promiled glory, ( /ſa 52. 13. 15, ) this 
js neither ſir tor the Mitiery of Cod, nor the admirable” contrixeance 
ond diſcovery of his Grace in the Goſpel, For he mnſt reigy, ſaith our 209.9 
( which as the ſame Apoſtle oÞ*<*® ( Heb. 3.8.) we lee not as Vet ac- 24, 20. 
complſhed | ihe end fall .otbe 1, the end of the World, and the 

final judgement. This r/*©> ot only the Sainrs-and the whole creat. 

6 long for, as hopin > be de{rvered from the bondage of Corraption om. 
( becauſe the «25: - © taken away Zech, 14, 11.) but likewiſs 29+ 23 
ous Savigur <0: 11 Reavento a 18 ( Heb.1o. 13.) that fo he 
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promiſed to wy wpon eantby but before heaven but in another tare namely after 


| 4*54 ) 
may be we a&ual- poſſeſſion bf his foveraignty, premiſed, ( Pa, 


2) arid have all bir Enetmes become bis footool ( Pſal. 110, ) Aﬀer the 
eriod of which-reign, the humane Nature of Chr/t it ſelf ſhall be 
rought into a ſtate of inferiority and ſubjeRion unto the Father, har 

God mny be all in all (1 Cor, 19,28, 1” : it) 14 
' Liſtly, ' This- was )the general and fixed beleif of all the holy men, 

both before and fince our Saviouts coming, until the time of the 4- 

poPacy under Anti-Chriſt : what the expeRation of the Propbers was, 

ſufficiently appears from the concent and harmony of their pred:is 
ons, upon which the Prophet Z«chary ( for at that time «tis ſaid thar 
br prophecied Luk 1, 67. )doth make a breif and plain comment ( Lake 

1:68.75.) where he ſaith that now in fending of Chriit, God had 

dore what -be had promiſed by the north of is bo'y Prophets, which have 

b:en ſince the wirld began, that we ( 1 we Jewer, for of them' he ſpeaks 
eſpecially, as alſo doe the Prophets ) ſhow!d be ſaved from our Enemies, 
and from the hands of a'l that hate us , with more words eoncerning the 

Pace: Plenty and Riphteoufſneſs, which was to be in the time of Chraſt 3 

ds is More ſully prophecied'of {P/al, 72. 1s. 11, Jer. 30. Ezrck. 34. and 

37. &c.] which time having never yet been in the world, it is infalli- 

bly certain that it-will be, and 6ught to be expcRed: what was the 

Faith and Ho e of the Apoſtles, 1 have already mentioned out of their 

writings, and 2greeab'y to what they lay in expreſs words, was the 

beleif of almoſt almoſt all the Primitive Chriſt iani tor above three lun, 
dred years after our Saviour, Thus Papias 1 whom Euſrb:u1in one 

Part of of his Hiſtory, calls 4 /rarned and elog tent man, and who ſaich of 

himſelf thathe was en bearer of Jolin the Evangeli/t ) writes poſitively 


” gbat, After the fiſt reſurreftion, the kingdome of Chriſt ſhall endure upon 


garth a thouſand years, "0 Juſtin Martyr, in that excellent and{ by rea- 
ſon of the writings of our learned and judicious Mr, Meed} well known 


| dialogue with Trypbo the Few, as many ſaith be, 4s an Orthadex, [ſe far 


was the Church then from judging ic an Hereſy ] do expel? 4 Reſurrefti- 
0 of the hody, which is called th: firſt reſwirefiiim, and that the Saints thay 


| 7aiſed, ſhall live & thouſand year: in Jeruſalem then repairtd and beantifi:d:tg 
the ſame purpoſe Irenes; who wrote about fifty pears after Juſtin Marty 


and Laftentins aſſerts poſitively that a: thy evd of the 6002th year of the 
world, righteouſ neſs ſhall reign 6 1002 ears, they ſhall Chriſt ebrarne the fox 


| ernment of the while earth,and there ſhall be,ba: which tht beathenPoets on- 


Ir dreamed of,a golden age: Tertullian doth not only aſſert, but thus argues 
the caſe in his Jiſcour e againſt Marcion,did alſo confeſs there i; @ kingdom 
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COTE; 
the reſurreftion for 4 1000 Jtars 19 Feruſalim,d city of divine wrkmarſoip 
let down from beaver, which aiſo the Apoſi le ealls our mother that is above, 
which alſo the Appoſile calls, our Muther that 11,above, and when be affirms 
that uy moxiTwus or , Burgiſ19ſhip, 18 1h>HHraven ; be doth undonbredly 
wile it bave relaticn to ſome. Heavenly City This alje Ezekiel knew , and 
the Apoſtle John ſaw, and it was werificd lately inithe Eaſtern expedits on; 
for it 53 evident that Heathens alſo being witneſſes that in Judea, for 40 
days together, every Morning, a City did hang down from Heaven, which, as 
the af grew bright, did vam(ſh away with its whole firuttures this we ſay , ts 
vided tereceiye the Saints at the Reſurreition, andto cheriſh them with 
plenty of all ſpritual grod things, for a recompence of what in this World we 
have either deſpiſed or loſt, For it is juſt and worthy cf Ged , that his Ser- 
vants ſhould reign there, where they have been afflicted for bis Name, This is 
the acconnt of the Hravinly K ingdom, after « thoufand year t of which( with- 
ia which time 11 included the reſw reltion of the Sa ints, according to the merits 
of theſe, hv are to ri5e, ſome ſooner and ſome (ater then ſhall be the deftyutt;» 
on of the World, and when the jndgement of burning 1: finiſhed, we fhall be 
charged in a mcment into an Argelical ſubſtance, and (hal: be trarſlated int» 
an Hiavenly Kirgd:m , Thus far Tertullinn, with whoſe words, as con- 


: taining the ſum of what al! the Antients have ſaid, I ſhall conclude my 


Reaſons for proof of che firſt obſervation, 

Before | proceed to the ſecond Obſeryation, 1will alittle inquire, 
what might be theReafon, thata DeQtrine ſo plain and evident in 
Scripture, and fo tully aſſented to and believed on, in the elde} and 
purelt times of the Church, came afierwards to be ſo much ſpoken a- 
gEsinlt and vearyes! in fatiffation and anſwer to which Query, though 
much might be faid,'yet 1 ſhall content my ſelf with theſe few things, 

1, OneReaſon might be, from that care wvich in the primuiye 
times, many good men had co avoid any partaking with the error of 
Cerinchur, and other go; and ſenſual Haretichs, who tavght that the thou- 
ſand years Reign of the Saints on ea-th, (hon'd be ſpent in all manner of ſen- 
ſal del ght and carnal plraſures : Which opinion , being ſo monſtrous 
initfrlf; fo contrary-to . he purity of the Goſpvl, and to the very end 


'of our Saviours coming; which was to bring in t1-#e Righteouſneſs and 


Now (Luke 1: 75.) Many zealous and well meaning men thought 
they could n ever ſufficiently ſhow theic Abhorrence of ſuch an impi- 
ous corceit; and-theretfore, as it is uſual inthe heat of oppoſition, they 
tither choſe to deny eventhe truth it ſelf, then to imbrace it, as it was 
cCopged and'fullyed with fuch impure and vitious mixtures : For Dyo- 
wn, the mAtlenred ofall choſe, who in elder days did oppoſe this 

C2 DoQrine, 


| 
| 
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DoArine. proceeded in his heat ”w earneſiveſs, as poſitively to 
deny chat theRevelarion of ſobs,was written by the Evengetiſt although 
the Author bimſelf doth expreſly affirm it ( Rev, 1, 1. 2.) and others 
aftei him dil deny the whole Book to be Canonca! and 1| pried Scripture 
whereby they endeavoured to rob the Church of as divine and holy a 
wricing , and of as much tendency, to ſupport the Saints under chair 
ſuff:rings that both Heathenift and Aniichriſtiau men were to bring 
vpon ttem,.asany inthe wholEBook of Gd whatever; Unto fuch 
de(perare 3nd fearful fhiſts were they herecoforedriven, who denyed 
the Viible King.om of Chriſt upon Earth, and therein wholy eluded 
ue pzripicuicy and evidence of that admirable and ſoul:retrefhing 


Y. 

2, Ano'her c2uſe of the oppoſition made againſt this Doctrine, 
might be the repacacion which the learned Hr:erome gained, who being 
a ran very exyert or indeed, rather, exce!'ent, in hi+ Interpretation 
of «cri»cure, did by reaſon of that prepoſſ: ſlion and prejudice, which 
the errors of ſome had occaſioned, ſec himſclt with a great deal of ye- 
hemence toc nfuce this opinion and his auchority d1d eafily prevail 
upon the care'«{ſ1els and credulity of others, who were content co take 
his word without ever m:kingany farther enquiry inco the truch 
themſelves: Yereven that learned Author himſelf, in his comment, 
gapon the 37 h of t zekgel, is forced to acknowledge that that prophecy 
was not yec fulfilled, and he confeſſerh that not only rhe Jews , buc 
likewiſe many Chriltian writers , as Fiftorimus, Severus , Iertullian, 
Lattanti«s, who wrote in Latixe, and [r4nens, Apollinaris, Juſtin Mare 
#3r who wrote in Greek, together with many others even in his time, 
did all expe that that propticcy was to be tulfilled in the thowſand y-ars 
Reign, of which upon chat Chapter Hierome ſpeaks very favourably, 
and ſays it was a» opinion wit to he reproved:; Yet he continuing to write 
againſt it, and the Apes following having the countenanze of ſo learr- 
ed a man, embraced haſtily thſe miltical expoſicions he gave », with- 
out any further examining them. 

3. Another Reaſon, why the Scripturesconcerning the K:»gdow- of 
Cbri{ were ſo licle underitvod in tie former ages of the Church,might 
be the uſurpation and ſetting up the /i/ible Kingdom and tr mporall Mo 
»arcby of Amutichr:ſt, who, as ſoon as ever he was advanced into and ſe- 
cured in his Throne, did preſently appiy to himſ: If and to his Church, 
©! thofe Prophecies, which any way concerned the temporal Domi- 
nin and Glory of Chriſt and his people : Whea Con'taxtine the - firſt 
riſing Bmperonr, bad ablyjucely Yeſgcced all the frorn and) power 
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of the Heathen Magiſtrates, and LR publick Edi&co deſtroy the 
worſhiy of all Falſe God, and their T:mples, then as many under» 
ſand it. was fulfilled thar joyful acclamation, #9w ts che Salvarion, and Rev. 12. 
the Power, and the Kingdosme of our God, and the Aut harity of tus Chriſt, 19. 
and in part it might truly be ſsid to baye been fo, for wherever the 
truc Religon is let up, and che profefſors of it encouraged, there in- 
deed God reigns, as hedidin fade in the time of David; and Exſebins 
making mention of the g/ori2a5 ' burches that were then founded, the 

rear revenues that were ſecied the fingular honour chat was gi-en to 
the B:ſhozs and Miniſters of the Goſpel by Conflantine we did, faith he, © 
this ſee an Embleme of the Reign of Chri#t : but this peace and ſecurity 
purchaſed by Conftantine. degenerated preſently into a love of eaſc 
zand worldly proſperity, which made- rhe Chriitians generally cares 
jets of looking after a bercer (tate, to be injoyed in the jirfl reſurrettin, 
whiseh ſloach and remiſneis of theirs gave advantage to the Biſhop of 
Rome, to wreſt the Dominion out of the Emp -9urs hands, and by de- 
grees to challenge unto himſelf the exerciſe of their Royalty ; he 
boaſting himſclt ro be rhe Vicar of Chri/t, and the pe.ſon appointed ro 
bear rule in his ſtead, the greatneſs of whoſe Dominion all records 
bear witneſs to, that it did fully anſwer the extent of that Prophecy, 
wherein it is ſaid; that the Wor/d wondered after the Beaſt, and allthe Rev 13, 
Inhabitants of the ear tharxcept 4 few whoſe names were written inthe brokof 5, 4. 
life, d:d worſhip bir during whoſe Zniverſal Reign and Tyranny ( for 
I am content toallow ſuch an X-1vexſality to the Beaſt of Rowe ) it is 
no wonder if the ers k1ngdome of Chrift was not ſo much 2s thought 
of, as when Theives have taken poſſeſſion and by force keepths 
| honſe it is no wonder if the Friends and Neighbors forbear to pur in 
\ any claim for the rizbe Hear, 

Laſtly, Wheu the .4»!1-cbriſtan y.ke was, by the gracious working 
of the power and mercy of God in very weak and contemprible in- 
ſtruments, thrown off in many Countries and ſcripture light ( which 
before was forciBly deteined and impriſoned in darkneſs } began to 
recover its luſter, then amongſt the rrimitive truths, this doQrine of 
the ki»gdowe of Chrift did in many places revive, and was by ſeveral 
learned men atthe very firlt reformation aſſerred : bur by the ſedici- 
ous attempts of ſome miſtaken men, aud the horrid practiſes of thoſe 
in Munſter, this opinion became generally Naulcous to the moſt 
} ſoberand learned of ourantient Froeftant writers, and particular'y 
to the judicious and truly worthy Mr, ( a/vi, whoſe: deſerved eſteem 
in che Church of Chrilt, chaib prevoiled to k-ep this great Scripture 
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truth from being fo much as inquired into ; but with due ſubmiſſion 
and reverence to the memory ot ſo many famous men, I do conceive 
that in this particular they were ſwayed too much by their prejudices, 
and notwithſtanding their auchority, we ought to make for our lelves 
a more ſevere and impartial enquiry , for every truth is of, a divine 
original, and ought no more to be denyed, then che Scriptures from 
whence it is taken, ſuppreſſed, becauſe nmricaruid and wſtable men do 
wreſt it both to thery own and to others deſiruttion, It was tndeed a great 
Error, to ſay no more, of thoſe miſtaken ( though thope, as to many 
of them, well meaning men, who thought themſelves caked to fight up 
Chr/t into his T hroxe , for his Kingdom is yet in Patiexce ( Rev 1,9 ) 
and wiil not be fuily (over all the werid ) in power, till he bimſelf 
doth come from Heaven to eſtablific , ter he 1s then ro 4bohſp every 
Anthoruy and Dominion behdes his own( 1 Cor, 15, 24. ) That owe 
which Neb»chadnczer ſaw in his Viſion, to become a Mountain and to 
daſh in p: ices all former powers, is the Lord Chriſt himſcit, and nor 
his Saix::( 25 ſome ſuppoſe ) for it is he, wbo was c#t out without hands 
[ Dar, 2.44.45. ]and in the Prophecs is often Riled 4 ſtone, becauſe of 
thoſe ſaving and rmining efteRs, which follow upon thoſe who receive 
or retuſe him [ compare /ſ. 28. 12. with ſ.8., 13.14 Zch. 3. 9. ] As 
at the building of the Temple, it was not 57 m:gbe or power, that fo Git, 
ficult a work was effe@ed.-but by rhe ſpirit of the Lord, ſo will it b- when 
our Lord eres his k:ingdowe, he alone ſhall be exalted tn that day : the 
fighes and groax: of his oppreſſed people ſhall cail him down from Rea- 
ven, and in compaſſion, not of his perſecuring and ſwiting, bur of his 
perſecutedand ſnfferins ſervalits, he will come and ſave them, and de- 
ſtroy their Enemies for them | 2/:3 5. 4. They which teach other- 
wile, doerre, not knowing the Seriptmres ; whoie miſtakes howevever 
ought not to have been looked upon to be of fo dangerous and in- 
fetious a Nature, as tbat for th: m the truth it ſelf ſhould be rejeRed, 


which is not at all guilty ofthoſe conſequences which raſh men do un- 


warily ſtrive todraw from it; and ſo much for the fi-it Obſervation. 

The ſecond Obſervation was this, When the Lord Chriſt ſhall come 
from Heaven, toſer up bis kingdom upon earth, all his Saints (hall come with 
hm : whereby $4 »'s may b: meant either A-gels\ as ar. 16, 27, and 
24 30, 31, ] who arecalled the Angels »f bis ftrength \ > (hef 1.7, |} 
and ih: mighty onts, whoareto deſcend with bim, as rhe execuitioners 
ot his vengeance againſt all ungod.y men, according to Eccc2 5 pro- 
.phecy -.J»dev. 14. 15. | but | doe not take the Ange/s ro be principal- 
ly me->t in this place , tor bereafter their cffice will bu rather ro 377 
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+ ner, as they ore Ceſcribed, ſtan ing like an out Guard about the 

E/ders and the iv-ng Creatures (Rew.y, 11, and 7,11 ) Whereas the 
Prophet Z :chary, (peaks of thole Sarrts, that were to Reign nith Chriſt, 
and to ſhare with him in l:is toveraigrty, Ard therefore by Saints here 
Lu: deritand Holy Ars, who lived betore this t me, anddied in the 
Faith of Chrix, of whom the & polHle Faxl is to be underſtcod (1 The, 
$ 3,13,and2.7heſ,1t.10 )ard celſcribirgot the order of the Reſur- 
'  reftion, Choift, ſaith he, ſp.ll riſe the fr ft tywits, then they tha: are Chriits, 
at bis coming, where by cemirg, that tbe Apoſtle means bis comirg to 7 07+ 
reign, (which be calls his appear ance and Kirgdews (2 1 im, 4. 1.) is plain 13: 2% 
from that which follows, tke# 1 1 be end, vhen he ſhall diliver upthe Kirg- 25. ex= 
dem wu:0 the Father, #h.n ht all bawe aboliſhed all Dominion , and all an* plained, 
thorety, aud power ; For ke muſt reign ll all his Enemies be jut winder bis 
Feet (1 Cor, 15. 23, 25.) From which words it appears cl:arly, 1,That 
when Chr:ſt comes, thoſe that arebu, x. e, Saints, or Believers, ſhall come 
with him, 2. That between this com:ng of Chrif, and the exd, i.e, the 
final deſtruRion of the World, ard conſummation of all things, there 
ſhall be interpoſed the reigs of Chy/t, the duration and term of which, 
though it is r.0t their expreſſed, yer in that viſion, which John after- 
wards ſaw, we find it is to laſt a Thorſard Nears, all which time the 
Saints ſralt reign on earth with Chriſt as is par.icu'arly and expreſly af- 
firmed, and the matter T wice repeated, to make it more ſnre,, [Rey- 
20 4 6, ] Vith that placeto the Corinthian; agrecs what the ſame A- 1 Theſ 
poſtle writes to the 1 hiſalo) 4 ns [ 1 Theſ 4,14.) If nebelieverbat Jo , 
ſw d ed ard roſe again, even ſo them alſo which fieep in Jeſws, wit be bring Wa 
with him; ard{ v,16.] The tead in Chriſt, pa'l riſe firſt; Then 1, e. after f L 
the reſu-rifH1 aud re gr ) ſhall be what follows concerni g che final 
Judgement, ſor the cl #n7e of Believers that rema n alryetill the coming 
of Chriſt { which {s mentioned both there and 1 Cor, 15. 51,7 ſhall nor 
be done at'this firfl Appearance of our Saviour, which we are row dGil- 
coarſi g of, forthen the Saints, at that time on Earth ,' ſhall live and 
reign to00, as is plain D««7. 18,22 <7, }Bnc atter this Reignis fully 
finiſhed and the laſt Judgement begins co be celebrated, then ſhall 
thoſe Saints that chen alive, be cavghr up in the Air, andbo tor ever with 
the Lord. The want of diltinguiſhing theſe two 1imes, [which yet is 
plainly implyed in the word «747 Then, or,afterward which doch not 
always ſignifie, what ſhall immediately follow no more then the word 
evheus preſently, orimmed:ately, Mar, 24, 29, Butonly notes the or- y: 
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times, nepie& ofodſcrving this, hath been none of the leaſt Reaſons, 
why this place'ef the Apoſtle, hath been ſo much urged againſt the 
reign of che Saints before the laſt Juagemen', though indeed rightly uns 
derſtood it doth neceſſarily imply it as concaining the very fame ſenſe 
with that other paſſage in the Epiſtle to the Corin/b1ans, which 1s not 
capable of any other incerpretation, 
ſo clear up this a little farther, 1 deſire that place may be conſide- 
red in/ſa, 24. 23. 7 be Sun ſhall be aſhamed, and the Moon cor founded, (1, 
cither their light and ſplendour ſhall be nothing in compariſon of that 
greater Glory, as //a 60.19. orelſe it ſeems to note rhac general ſha« 
king and overthrow of all things, which fhall immediately preceed (as 
Mat, 24.29.30 ) #ben the Lord of Hoſts fall reignin Moun: Sion, and in 
Terwſalem before his an vents, (or Elder) inGlery, Where by Amients 
{in Greek,mpe;forrgwr i, e. elders) 1 cannot underſtand any other, then 
thoſe Elders mentioned, Rev. 5. 9. 10. Who 1n their Song of Praile to 
the Lamb, thou waſt lair, ſay they, aud haſt redeemed mw nnts Ged by thy 
Blood, ont of eviry kindred, and tongue, and people, ard Nation, And haſt 
made tu mnto our God Kings and Prufts, ann we ſball reign mpon earth; 
Which being ſpoken by the whole Church, under the name of £/ders 
and Living Creatmre:, conſiſting of Officers and Members, it evidently 
ſhows that ſuch a time will be; accoadiigto our Saviours promile 
[Rev. 2.26. 27. And then all, who bave now a r:gh: of Tele, by their 
Faith in Chriſt, co be Kings and Prieſts, (as 15 exprefſed Rev, 1, 5. 6. 
1 Pet. 2.5; 9.) ſhallthen = reality of poſſeſson, and behold cbeir 
King in bis beanty, © ]ſa., 33. 17.) not ata diſtarce, but as a people righ 
unto him, and ſitting with him upon bis Throne, 1, e. Viſibly ſha- 
ring in his Dominionand Glory, which [tate is fully ſpoke to in 
_ 7. compared with ]/a, 25, and Rev. 21, compared with I/a, 60, 
and 61. 
The Reaſons, why Chriſt at his coming, will bring all bis Deceaſed 
Saints to live and Reign with kim, are. 


Firſt, Becauſe of chat near Relation, that is between Chriſt, and his ' 


Saints; Heis their Head, their Husband. Ard therefore he thinks 
not his own Glory compleat without them: As inthe Body natural, 
every Member ſhares in the dignities or indignities done to the Head 
(1 Cor, 12, 26 27.) Soit is inthe body Miſtical of Chriſt, the Cbxrcb 
which 1s bis Body.is ſaid to be his fulneſf. or complement (Ephi1,22.23,) 
i, e, T hat which makes him to be a compleat Head, which without l:is 
Church, hu Body, be could not be, Hence is tbat Sojiciteus acd com- 
. paſtionace 
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] paſſionate care, wh ch our Lord ſhews towards his ſuff&rinp Saints? 
while they live upon Earth , /» aft their «ffi Bionheis aff ttrd(1{4.63 9.J 
which made him (as one that is ſenſibly wounded cr: cs Our for cafe) 
to call aloud from Heaven, and te rebuke Pal, for perſecuting him 
(Att.9 4 5.)This care, our Saviour will be {o far from pucting off thax 
rather it will be more fully manifeſted, when he comes in his Gtory, 
which is the time , not only of our Lord Chriſts, but of all bis Saints 
| and Fo!lowers, Revelation, as their Reign on Earth is tiled Row 8.19 ) 
| For, ſaith the Apoitle, when Chri/t, who is ur | le, ſhall appenrr, then ſhall PPT 
7 we alſo appea- (or, be made manifeſt) with hm in Glory ( Col. 3, 4. ) vin(' Y 
| And to this purpoſe may be applyed that excellent conſolatory pro- 
mile (I/a, £6.19.) ! hy drad men faxk live,, my dead Curkaſs, (for ſo 
+ the Hebrew word ſhould bs rendred) they (hall ariſe, anake and ſong ye 
that dwell in the dui. for thy Dew is the Dew of Herbs, aud the Land of the 
Gyants, (i, ce, of all the great and Mighty in the Earth ) chov fralt overs 
throw. 1. Thou ſhalt utterly ſubaue all thy enemies, how great and YI 
| mighty ſoever, According to that of the Plalmiſt, The rightcows ſhall QRDY 
havs dominion over them in the Arning (or, 1® that Mornng ) nameiy 
that; of the fwſ Reſurrection, For then, th:'y ſhall tread down the wicked 
—+ and they (hall be as Aſhes wnder the ſoles of their Feet Mal, 4. 3.) And Pſal, 4.9: 
| that becauſe of cheir near Relation unto Chriſt, who hath loved chem 14. 
and conveyed# this power to them|[ Rev.2, 26. 27.] 
Secondly, Another reaſon , why Chriſt will bring his deceaſed R. 2, 
Saints to Reign with him, may be caken from thar proportion which 
God obſerves in the diſtriburion of rewards unco his people: For 
though the reward it (elf m general & of grace, yer God is pleiſed to 
oblerve this order and method in the diſpenſing it; rhat ic ſhou'd be 
ſome way anſwerable nnto his peoplesſu fferings and aRings for him; 
Thus the Apoſtle [ 2 T:m 2.11.12. ]This is a fot:bful ſar.ng, f we [uffer 
with Chriſt, we haſt alſo riitn with bz: And as | have already urged 
th: words of Tera, ſo doth the Apoſtle argue , in bis, ſecond E- 
piſtle to che Theſſalon 4111 2 Theſ,1.4.7. atrer ne had ſaid charthe per- 
ſecu:ions and tribulations, which the Ch-iſtians then in.ured, were 
permicted to be laid upon them by God, that hey might be counted 
worthy of the kinrtom of God for which they [»ffered ; He giveschisas a 
Reaſon, Recanſe it 5 a 1: ghreoms thing with God to recompenſe Tritulati- 
on ur:t1 them that trouble yon, but unto you that ave tronbled ref » 391% ts 
when the Lord Jeſus hall te revealed from Heaven with buc mighty Anpels , 
Hethat ſerves Chr:ift and To'lows the Lamb here, ſhall hereafter bein - 
D wg 


LIMI 


9% SG, eo AA. 


(22) 
the ſame place and partake of che ſame honour with h'm(Ffeb.12,26,) 


And chas our Saviour prayed for chem, Fach:,, wi1m chos bait given. 


mes | will that whre | am, they a'ſ2 muy be with m', that hey wey bebold 
my glory which thou beſt gruen mt (]-b 17 24.) part of which glory is 
that che Father, by an Eternal Decree. hath ſec (or , as the febrew 
word fignities, Azointed ] bis $19 won 211 boly bil of Si2n 3 And when 
he recurns from Heaven co take pIſſeſſi9n of that Soveraigacy which 
che Farber long ſince promiſed him, his faickfal followers bl enter 
into bis '07 1,e, A+ our Siviour him leifexplains that Phraſe(Lub.19,17 ) 
they hal have commund and ſb werhe Don:mon witah m: Therefore be- 
lievers are ſa'd t9 be heirs of Grd, and Co-beirs with Chriſt (Rom, 8, 17) 
and Parner: with brit, or Partakers of Chri}t, | Heb. 3. 14.) i e. as 
Pecer exprefſ=:1, Partakers ef the glory which ſhall be revea'ed(1 P:t.5.1) 
which g/ory is, as to che beginning of ir, that which I have already 
menacioned, and our Saviour hach tully declared, whea he faith, that, 
[. -be regrnersties they /Þ il fs: wich him 911 Thrones ta rule and j*dg2 
[M:.19.23.) ; 

The ſam therefore of this ſecond obſervation is briefly contained 
intheſe chree propoſitions which are all evident and clear in Scrip- 
race, 

1. Wit Chriſt all the deceaſed S1ivts. both Patriarch: Prophets, A- 
pribles and 1 i: yr, (hall be raſe 1 up and be broughtto the Exr:h, to 
ſes and ſhare in the Royalty of his Govzcamear [ Rev. 11.18.) 


2. The Szints at that tims living upon Earth both Jews and Gen- 
viles, bac eſpecially rhe Jews(unto waom the ff dominn, and chick 
Sera:gn'y 18 frequently promiſed, as I/a 49, 23 and 7 6a, 11, 12, 
Ad ch. 4,8, (hill injoy all chac cims, the geacelt ſecurity, peace and 
proſperity im naginable doing all che ations of 2 morcal life , but 
wichonc either {in or ſorrow pr they Þ ul be all righ:er% (Iſa, 60 21.) 
And the Lord will then put hs Spiris iaco chem, without ever with- 
drawing it anv more (Ezk,39 29.) and S«h44 ſhill be chained up 
and hindred from deceiving, during the whole Term of a 1099 years 
(Zech, 13.2. Rev. 22 2, 4, 6.) 

3. Afterthis ſtats of chings and the 1000 years is expired, thea 
follows che InſucreRion of Gog and 171g and cae final judgement 
as is expreſſed (Rev. 20.7.) And then fhall che Saints, that remain un» 
vill chat time, be changed, and death for ever ſwallowed up in vitory 
and the Rrign of Chrift and of bis Saints, hicherro minaged upon _ 
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be trarflated into ard corſumated in Feaven, that God way be all in 


.all (1 Cr. IF, 28.) 


If any ask, a» N:cedew: ws did Cur Saviour when hehad diſcourſed to 
him corcernirg the great mſ/ery of Regeneration, bow can theſe things be 
1 may reply, in our Saviours Words. art thou a Maſter or 7 cachery in 1ſ- 


Ardigzeas) 


rael, and kroweſt »ot theſe rking:? For 2s the Apofile ſpeaks, bandling Heb, $, 


partly this very DcArine Þ her eas 8 owght to be trackers for the time, 
confidering how long the Light of the Goſpel bath ſkone among us, 
we have ſilt need of 411/k, fitting down ſatisfied with the loweft Elements 
and Beginnings of Chriſtianity, ſuch arethe DoRrines of Faith in 
Chriſt and repentance towards God, which the Apoſtle calis the word 
of the beginning of Chriſt (Het. 6. 1-) But we cannot bear flrong 
meat, nor are careful to be carried unto Perfeltion; i, e, unto,the height 
and perfeRion of our Hope and Holy Profeſſion, to the full compre- 
henſion, belicf, and avowed owning of which we oughtto arrive,and 
leave the (>1u: ion of all doubts and ſcruples, unto the power of God 

which is able co the full co effet whatever ke hach promiled when 

the Angel had cold Aſary that the ſame Perſon who was the Erernal 
$»» of God, ſhould become Man, and be conceived in her Womb the 

asked preſently | Mow ſhall this be? But after he had farther revealed 


% 


that, the holy Spirit ſhould come wyon bor, and the power of them High Luke 1. 


over ſhadow b-r, by whoſe ſecret and inconceivable ating ebat great 
and {tupendious miſtery, ſhould be effected, we do not find then that 
ſhe queſtioned or doubted any more, but in an bumble reſignation 
of her ſeif gave immediately chanks co God , Behold, ſaith ſhe, the 
Handmaid of the Lord, let it be unto me accord ing ts cby word; The ſame 
ſhou'd every true believer doin this caſe, for this Tewperal glory of 
( brift and of b1s Saints; 1s not only promiſed: 1nevery whit as expreſs 
words but likewiſe mention is made of the ſame creating and Almighty 
power, a5 ingaged to perform it. and theretore God {peaking of this 
very fate, commands his people not roremember former things, (lſa, 
43,18, 19:) Becaule he was doing a new thing, in compariſon 'of 
which all former a&s of power and mercy, exeptcd by God on the 
behalf of his people ſhould be obſcured and darkned, as ſtars are by 
the brighter glory of the Sun, fo ( /fa, 65, 17,) Behold, faith God 1 


am creating anew Haven, and a new Earth, In which as Peter |\1th ic 


(2 Pat 3-13.) Rrghteouſneſs i; te dwell, and which we eCpelt accordrng to 
bis P. emiſe, and chis is that time of our Saviours, and of his Saifics /i— 
D 2 : foble 


(24) 

Fble Kingdom, which will bring a Reformation upon the whole World 
and when it once doth take place, former things (hall no more be remems 
bred, 107 come into mind ; In chat place of Iſcy, the word creanmngis ve- 
ry remarkable, for when the Prophet Jeremy foretold the Bi-th of 


Chrill; he uſeth the ſame expreſſions { fer. 31 22.) Behold the Lod 


createth.g new thing, a woman ſt ail compaſs a 7an. 1 e, In other words, 
aVirginfhall conceive aSon Iſa, 7 14.) which thing when it was done 
was ſo »ew, that is, ſo ſtrange and extraordinary, thatthe Prophet 
J{ay. who forerold it, comp'ains, Who hath believed our report, (Iſa,5 3. 
7.) anc yer the exact and pureal fulfilling ef that, which is far 
greater and leis intelligible, will not prevail with us to believe the 
other, bur whea our Lord (ball come, be wit ſcarcely, as to this parti- 
cular; fi:d Faith nor earth (Lukes 18. 8 ) Solictle expeRtation will 
there be, of bis A pearance and of bi: Kingdom , which as they are 
jo+ ned by the Apoſtle, ſo they will be revealed together[ 2 Tim.4 1.7 
And all who deny chis: may receive th:s anſwer, which our Saviour 
Sa\4e tO the Sadence:, who-den7ed the Reſarrettion, T hey exre, not knowing 
the Scrip/wrer 1 which have clearly promiſed ſuck a ſtate] n# the power 
of God ( which is fully able co effect it.) 

Kere | might end, as having tully, [and, as I think, to all unpreju- 
diced perſons, convincingly ] proved the Truth of the DoErine | un- 
dertouk to deliver, but becauſe one Argument commonly "urged a- 
Sainſt ic, isa ſuppoſal, chat this Dotrine hath lictle or no influence 
upon our preſent Practice, but rather tends to unſettle the World, 
which was the Outcry raiſed againſt it of old | Luke 23 2,5, and 
Ats 19, 6,7.] Theato build upany in true Holineſs, I fthall there- 
fore briefly infiſt upon a few pra&tical inferences wh ch follow hence, 
and fo conclude. 

Firſt, This Do&rine, concerning the K ingdow of Chriſt upon earth, 
ſerves to inform us, what we ſhould continually pray unto God for, 
and make one of our moſt carnelt and importunate Petitions, namely 
this. 7 by K ingdom come, 1 hat God, in merc; co his People, and in 
zeal for his own Glory, would haſten che rime +t ferting up this 
Kingdm, that ſo the w ckednels of | he wicked { ?/a/.7.9.) and the 


wfferings of the righteoms, magy come to a full end, For when God reigns 


ihe wicked ſhall be deſtroyed ont-of &'s earth (Pſal, 10.16, comp, P[.104. 
35.) and thus as our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks in che Parab'e, 7 be Son of 
FF Þet (kell ſend bis Angels, and they ſhall gather #11 the ſcargal!, and ſuch as 
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rom wu $n1quity ot of his Kingdom (Mar, 13 +41.) But to bring" this to * 


paſs, it mult be the work of Frryent prayer, God the Father did .not 
promiſe to give the Nations for tht inberitanceof his ſon , tat upen the 
condition of bis askirg it. es of we; ſaith be, and / ill exye the Nations 
for thine Inherttance,( P|al,2 7 $.)v0 when God, by the Prophet Eue+ 
ket, had promiſed the people of ![racl, that he would not omy par» 
don their fins, but pur by Spirit into they, and then give them a laſting. 
and peaceable poſſ-ſlion of their Land, he adds, yer for this { will be 
1nquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael to do it for thew (Ez:h, 36 37.) For 
Gods Promiſes. though never lo abſolute in the letter and expreſſion 
of chem, yer, are ſo tar from exclading Prayer, that they are given 
as Mo:;ves to quicken us in it; ſince in them God hath graciouſly af- 
forded us ſo many Argumen's, by which our Faith may be ſupport» 
ed and incouraged to plead with him: Thus our Saviour having fore- 
told tbe coming of his Kingdem| for of that he ſpeaks Lutke 21, 31. ] 
And piyen ſeveral ſigns, that were to be the Tokens and Fore-run« 
ners of «s approac', he concludes, Watch ye therefore and pray always 
iv. 36.] For the perf>rmance of which duty, beſides the command 
obliging to it, we have this great incouragement;, I hat the more, 
the Hcarts of Gods peopleare drawn our, in carcelt expectation of- 
and vebement longing for, the K:ngaows of Chriſt, they may be aſſy-+ 
red che nearer it is , Thus the Pſalmiſt, praying that God would res 
ſtore his people, concludes confidently (Pal. 112 13, 14.) | hex wil 
ariſe, this wilt have mercy #p2n Zion, for the time ro favour her, yea the 
ſet time of which God had ſpoken (1a, 60, 22 ) I the Lord will baſten 
it in its time 13 come, Of which peremptory aſlercion he pives this 
Reaſon, For thy people take plraſure in ber Ht ones,ard they favour the duſt, 
thereof, As if he had ſaid che defires ofthy people are now more 
then ordinarily raiſed up and carried our, in hopepfa ſudden re- 
{tauration, notwithſtandingrhe preſent viſible difficulties, which may 
hinder ſuch an expeRation by ſeeing the Rubbiſh .and Ruines of 
$;o» and therefore | conclude, that the time of her deliverance is 
nigh : For this we mult take for granted that a Spwye of Prayer which 
is the Spirit of God i» Believers (Row, 8 14 26, 27.) is never given 
out bur there is a willingneſs and propenſity intne Heart of God ac 


' that time to grant the very thing, which he is prayed to for, Thus the 


Pſalmiſt (Pſa!. 10. 17.) joyns tozether Grd: preparing the Heart of his 
People, and the inc/;ning of bis own ear 50 bear , Thus it wasy in the 
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(26) 
'Charch of theTews, at our Saviours firſt cemirg, there was then al- ' 
- moſt a general expeRacion raiſed of him,Feſe3# of Arimarkes 1s ſaid 
-to be ore of thoſe that waited tor the Kr gdomof Ged, (4 amk15 43.) 
S1meen, Anra, and many others, drd {cok for the conſolation ard rea; wp 
tron of Iſrael, as the comirg of the 21 fſiah is called ( Lake 2 25.28, ) 
And rot only they, but even the generality of the Jews werethen ex- {| 
pefting that C briſt ſhould come (Lvke 3.15.) Andas they expeRed and f 
believed, ſo it was indeed though the mean appearance which our Sa- 
viour then manifeſted himſelf io kepr rhe greateſt part of them, from 
believing in bim, What the Church of God did, at our Saviours firit 
we ſhould think it our duty, todo inreference to his Second coming, 
namely, Be rxpettirg and haſtning it(as Peters exprefſion is)2 Per 3.12, 
av) 1, ce, By heads lifted up, be looking intently for it, and by arms \ of 
ftretched our in Prayer, be earneſtly requelling it : For if the Yirgins | 
ſlursber,it is no wonder if the Bridegroom tarries And if his people do 
not defire him to haſten, how can we expeCt bur our Lord will delay 
bis com ng? This therefore we ſhould, wich ail manner of religious . 
importunity, inceſſanly beg for, and offer a kind of Hely wis/ence tg | 
God, givirg vim doreft, (25 the expreſſion is 1/a. 62,5,6,7 ) Till he - 
doth eſtabliſh his word,and ſend vs our Promiſed Lord 4nd K »g from 
Heaven,that we fnay be Kings «nd Prieſts with him,and ſhare in all his 
Royal Glories. . 
He 2, Secondly, ws may learn from hence, as to pray, ſo to wair with pa- 
tience for onr Lords coming, For he hath onely withdrawn his reſidence 
from earth for a time, till all chings be made fit for his return, and + 
then he will notYelay, when a few changes more are paſt, he will 
come from Heayen, and by bringing in ever/aſting r1ghirouſnſs, the 
effet of which ts ftabilicy, ard pe1ce, he will put a ful! end to all fy- 
ture Mutitien, 4 We ſhould therefore as our Saviour adv.ſed his A- 
poltles, L»k,2 1,19.1s patience peſſrſs our ſouls; that is as James ſpeaks 
Let 'patience hage its pr felt wok, in us (Jam. 1,4.) ka: we may be per- : 
felt and in:ire, wanting nothixg, or in x«th:;ng, alutle patienceand for © 
little time, wild not ſerve our turn; for (br;//ia» ptrience hath no 
bounds co-it butis to be rerminated only in the comtrg of C by:[?, there - 
fore the exhorcation runs, Pe ye patiert, Bretht en who the c:9 x0 of our 
Lord (j-m.5.5,8) 1hs grace is requiſite in all the ations, which 
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we'do as hriſtians, in Hca- ing, to retain theSred, and ro br ng forth 
anſwerable Fru/1y which is brought tort with patience (Luk $. 15, } 4 \ 
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In ?-4y;»g, that we bs not dic Jo and for want of a preſent an- 
ſwer,be cemp:ed to give it over Luke 13 1, In ſuff:ringe, Har we f rn? 
9: bur retolucely hold ont our Race, (Teb,r2.1.) And therefore the 
Goſpel, which ſo much enj»yns and requires ic, is called the #ord of 
C5-1/ts patience, (Kev. 3-10,) But in nothing is p4rience more necefſi- 
ry, then !» watching fo- our Loris appearance, and therefore, witch the 
4 work, of Faith, and [ab2nr of Love, is joyned, the patience of che Hope of 
f aur Lord Jeſms: Chriſt, (1 Theſ. 1.3.) i.e, the patient waiting for and 
expeRing him from Heaven,as ic is explained v,10. So (2 7 beſ-3 5.) 

the Apoltle prays, that God wonld dire their hearts nato the Lows of 
G14, patience of Chri?, where 24t:ence,as alſo the Greek word Yvaryuors 
from the Hebrew 7117 figaihes Patient expettation, for what ;faich 
| be icves,and prayer ſolicices. that patience waits for; (Kow,$ 24,25 ) 
Of which {auth the 4501/e, to the believing Hebrews, ye have need Heb, 


I; 10, 36. } For becauſe our Lord (not de/ays, in theſcnſe we uſually 
take d-/ey {2 Per,3 9g, but forbears his coming,rill the proper time of 
| ir, which is not yer tully come, becauſe that all things that are to 
preceed it are not yet accompliſhed cherefore we had need be armed 
with patience,or elſe our ball and impatience may undo us; As that 
Ti wicked ſervant, who relax2d his watch, and fell to fleſhly pl: aſuier, loſt 
__ thereby all che benefc of his former vigilance ſo will ic a!ſo] fare with 
us, unleſs hy patient perſeverance,in well doing, we {&k for Glory, Ho- 
nour and Immortality ( Rom 2.8,) like rubbiſh, by Fire, and a new 
Thea:re or [hrone of G.ory; creed for men df another Nature 
and ſpiriceo converſc in, How greatly chen ſhopld we rejojce to 
drink of our Ld: Us2, and to talte of the ſama ſuſferings, ſince for 
ought we know the Death and Martyrdom of a fewmore, miy eam- 
pleat the namber,and bring oar Lord from Heaven, to avenge their 
quarrel, and chen our Tears will be rewarded, by having them for- 
ever wiped away, and each drop of bleod that hath been ſhed in this 
illuſtrious cauſe, will ad4 a Glory and a Wreath unto our Crown : 
J Then (hall we in the Prophets words, cry out and ſay, Lo this 5s our 
— God, we have waited for him, and he have (aved ut ; This 13 the Lord, we 
heve waited for him we will be glad anlrejoycr in hs Salvation (Wa,25.9,) 
- In which place this very Time and Reign is ſpoken of. 

Laſtly,we ſhould learn from hence to make a _—— inquiry into ſe 3, 
- our Saintsſhip, for fince, whep our Lord come, none but bis Saints (hall 
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cexe with h'm we ought to make a carctul ſearch, whither We be indecd 
Saints or not, leaſt in thatday o- Tryal, ws:c6 ail be reuraled mith, fire, 
we be found deceivers of our lelves, and ſo be pat to hare by bim at bis 
Appearance, | Jobn 2 28 ] Many Proteſfors like the fool Virging, 
and thoſe, who boated of cheir proohecying in the Name of Chrift 
(ar, 7, 21, 23.) will be fourd miſtaken aud :niiead of partaking of 


the R-ſurrection if the Righteous, to whom aloce the reward is promi- 


ſed [Lake 14. 14-) will be 74 zed np to ſham: ani everlaſting Contempt, 
{Das. 12, t. with Iſa, 66 24 ) beholding the glory of others , who 
tormerly were much i»tcriour to themiel es, bur lee themſelves ex- 
cluded which wi!l increalc their miſery (Luke 13. 28, 29,, and occaſj- 
on that inward anguiſh, which is exprefſzd by #ceping and Graſhing of 
Teeth; Thus the rſalmiſt, ſpeaking ot the happineſs of the rizhte- 


P/. 112, ous, The wick, faith be fox! ſee it, and be "Sor , be (hall gn:fb bis 


Teeth, and mel; away; The coming of Chri !, though ir te atime of Re- 
freſhing, (as it is calied Atts 3 19.) to his diltrcfl.d and perſecuted 
Servant, yet to others it will be very terrib c. which makes the Pro- 
phec inquire, who c47 abide the day of his coming, or who can ſland when he 
apprars! (Ma, 3.4. }Forhe will come as ſire co chaff to burn the wicked 
out of the earth, (Mal. 4.1.) And theretore we had necd ask, whecher 
we can , like Gold gnawre bis refining, and continu: unicorched in the 
midſt of ſuch ever &eſting burning, ('ſ4. 33. 14) Chrilt comes from 
Heaven, to tuks Ver Ceance on his eneie:; (2 Pet. 3.7. Jude V, 14, 1 5.) 
as well as to be gloriſied in his Sams, and adm:red in them tha. be eine (2 
Theſ. 1.7.10.) Add theretore we bave the Great ard Kich men of the 
Earth calling out fo che Kocks to fall upon them, and 10 1he Hills to cover 
them (Rev. 6,16. 17.) becauſe truth of Holineſs, and nothing elſe will 
be of any avail at that day, which thou!d make us very ſcrious in ex- 
amining our ſelves about it, 

Among many other /igns, which mav be given of our Saints-ſhip, x 
fhall content my ſelf with mentioning only cwo, becauſe they do in 
an eſpecial manner retate co the matter in hand, 


Firſt, What love have we for the Appeirance of Chriſt, ard how are we 
aff efted wuh the thowghts ani k-prief bis coming ? Abraham rejoyced in 
Hope to ſee that day, and when he law it, by an eye of Faith, he was 
£/ad (Jokn $, 56.) Ihe ſams diſpogiion ſhoulg be in a'l ——_ 
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who are the bi/drevof Abrabaw ; and ſo much the rather, beran ſe- 
now Chriſt 5; to appear withoxt ſin(s. ein bis full Beauty,& for luſtreof 
| Majeſty, without any Cloud of imputed fin to eclipſe; and to hide 
| his Comel'neſs,as formerly there was, {/.53,2,)and this he will do for 
ſelvation unto them who expett him, (Heb. 9. 28,) This the Apoſtle 
Pas! makes 2 certain ſign of the Corinthians converſion to the Faith 
tliat they Eid expett the Revelation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ( 1 Cor. 
1,7.) for he cannot be a true Diſciple of Chriſt, 4 ch:/ of rhe 
Bride-chamber, who doth not inwardly grieve and mourn for the 
abſence of the Bridegroom ( Mat 9g, 15-) which Mowrning muft ne- 
ceſſarily be accompanied with eayneſt longing to ſee one of h1z dayes 
( Luke 17, 22,) And therefore rhe Apoſtle (peaking of the great 
- work that was wrought by the ſpiric of God upon the Theſſalons- 
b ans, he makes the ſumme and height of it ro be this, They were 
turr.e4 from Idols to ſerve the living and the true God, and to wait for his 
Son from Heaven ( 1 Theſ,1.10,) And again, in his Epiſtle to Tis 
wo:hy, he ſaith, The Crown of Kightremſneſs was [aid wp, nor for 
bimſelf alone, but for 4// thoſe that loved onr Lards appearance (2 Tim, Comp, 
4. 8.) So that co bavesa love for Chriſt, and a longing earneſt. T;;, 2, 
neſs that bis Newe way be glorified, and bis Kingdow(tt wpin the 12. 
Earib, it i8an undoubeed ſign of che'teuth of Faith, a nd thac the Jaw, x, | 
| {pirit of Chri/t hath taken poſſeſiion of us; For the Spirit and Bride 7 ,, 
ſay, come, and every one that hearth (or readeth) let him ſay Come , 
Ye« O come Lord Jeſs, come quickly (Rev. 22. 17, 20.) 
> Secondly, What, care have we 8 walk, worthy of Chrift , This is Sign 2, 
chat which the Apoſtte very often earneſtly preſſerh. We reftifie, 
ſaith he, that you walk worthyof God, who bath called you anto his King- 
domend G lory (1 Theſ. 2,12.) and baving ſaid ( 2 The. 2. 14. ) 
That they were called to the ebtaining of the Glory of our Lord Feſt 
Chrift, be adds, thereforeſtand faſt ( Yer, 15, ) We are not onely 
to be hely g1tbs Lord 14.hely , as Feter exhorts ( 1 Pet, 1,15. 16,) but 
Y we are to haye this end in it, that when Chrift appears, we may 
have confidenes (-170b, 2.28.) Soallothe Apoſtle Peter; Expetting, 
ſaich he, tbeſe- things (1.c, New Heaven, and a new Earth, wherem 
Righteouſneſs, andehe Prafticers of it, 51 to dwell) give diligence to 
be faxed. (pe'leſs and blameleſs by bim (2/Pet. 3, 13.) which likewiſe 
upon the ſame grounds,.is'the exhortation of-the Apoſtle Pani 
(1 Theſ,5. 23.) 
E  Thers 
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There are Four things, which thefe Exyetavts fliould have an 
oſpecial care co purific, and ro ſeparate themſelves from. 


1. Fleſb!y Lofts, 
2, Woridly Cares, 
3. Falſe Worſhip, 
4. Scorwile Fra 5, 


1, Firſt, frem Fle!» Iufs:: What they arel need not mention 
For, as the Apoſtle oblerves, The works of the Fleſh are manifſiſt 
(534/.5-19., 29.) whichiwhoever do indulge and allow themſelves 
in, they cant inb:14; the K .mgdoims of Chriſt a14 of God (V, 21. Eph, 
5.5.) The New Jeruſalem which cones down fram Heraytn and is no- 
thing elſe but rhe King:iom of Chrift, avdof bus Saints upon Earth 
is a place of ſo preat Purity that ns wnciran thing ſhall enter i#to it 
(Rev 21. 27 { Vegs and Fw wr, all Voluptuom und kw ifull Beaſts 
like them, they are withows the Gates of that Ciry (Rev, 22,15) 
A'Chriftian is ſaid to) be already raiſed wich Chriſt (Col, 2.12 Jand 
as tothe Truth ot our Graces, we are to look upon ourſelves, zs 


C:124en1 and Inbabitants, not of Earth, but of Heaven (Phil.z 20,)- 


and ſo to live like thoſe that are ated by an Heavenly Spirir which 
daily prompts us to look after a better hope then any thing this 
preſent Fleſh aftords, To ſow wnto, i. e. to gratifie which, is 05el 
'ro take a great del of pains that we may Reap Corruption/Gal 6, 8. 
the fame $jirir, which hereafter hall Raiſe and Gloerific our Morn 
tal Bedier, muſt now Savtt:fie them | Kownt 8. 11,] or offſe we ſhall 
die [v 13. ] i. we ſhall Riſe only to bare «wr Portiev in the Lake 
of Fire, wh'chs the ſecond Death , where all the Abowtnable and 
H:believers are, [Rev,21.8.] 


Secondly, From Werld!y Carr: we are commanded in an eſpe- 
e'al manner, to beware that our bearts be not burdued with the cares of 
this life | Rev. 21, 34, ) For, by ſnch, the day of the Lords coming 
can ncicher be Foreſeen nor deſired ; both their Heart and Eyes 
being already fled and poſſeſſed wich another Ovjet: When we 
cry out as Peter did, I us good for 4 to be brre, wie ſhall aever care 
to come down from the Moan, which we here reared up,und fan- 
cied to our ſelves, As inthe timejof publick Judgements,it is our 

; Duty 


UMI 


UMI 


- rn” 


[31] 
Duty mt to ſeck a"or gre! th:nge far our ſelves Ter, 45.5.] to 
when we are aſſured that Ch-1/f, ar his Appearance ani K 
will deftroy this preſent frame of things, a5 cauſe all the beaury 
of irto peri'h; for any ambirioully to affc Rt and Purſue a preſent 
fading Greatnels and Glory, ic argues p'ainly char cheir Faich is 
bu: ſmall, and thir they have lict'e ve no expect ition of ſomething 
better : Who rightly apprehend, and frequenely reflec upon the 
inevitable (þ.kings au Convu'lions, which the K :mgdems and Glory 
ofthis World are ſabjet to, will never ref ſatisfied till et: ey have 
ſ-cured uno the nie;ves 2 place in that Kingdom which cannot be 
ſb hey {Heb 12.28] Believers, with Aor.haw, David, and the 
Pat»1archs of old, are but P:/gr. ms and Yrangers here [1 Pet, 2.11, 
and therefore they are daily tg be looking for, and up £6 that hea- 
vn) City which 1s che New Jeruſalrm lit down '0 Hiaven : whoſe 
Maker and Builder is Ged | Heb. 11, 16,7] 


nid, 


Thirdly, From Falſe Worſhips; who follow the 
bs, and bis Fathers name upeu their Forebeads, ani hep themſelves 
wad fied wthVVomen [ Rev. 14.1,4,5,] i.c. They muſt openly 
own the true Wcerſhip of God, and carefully avoid all Idolatrous 
Mixtures, ſhunring all mancer of Communion wich falſe and 4+ 
dxlterons Churches, trom which who fo keep themfelyes they are 
the Vir.4.s mentioned in the. R-wve#/a:ions And this. is to be their 
State during the whio'e time of the Reign of Antichriſt in OPpoſi- 
onto whom'{ becauſe they h/d che Commund: of Gid, axd tos Te- 
ſfims:n) of Jeſws, they are calted Witneſſes [Rev 1 t.] Since we are 
Redeenw'd by Chit, we muſt take heed in every reſpect, but elpeci- 
aily ia this, wherein his Fathers honour is ſo much concerned, . 
how we bt found the Servants of Mey, [_L Cor, 7.23 = 


Lomb, muſt have 


When the ſixtb Val is poured out, which Itale to be the time when 
the fews (who are called the Kings from the Eaſt ) thall kave their 
way prepared for them over Exphratesto return ints their own 
Land,at which time C6r:/t himſelf fhall appear at the Head of them . 
(415-, 2:12, 13;) Then is therethis Yoice, asit were from heayen, 


Behold, | comme as 4 Thief, bliſſed is be that wAicheth, and who keepetb bas 


Garments, thit be doth n1t walk nakrd Rev.1s, 17.) By Garments 
there, is meant the 74g h1e0u/neſs of LG briſt, for jwſt:fication, and that 
2 way 


_ 
wiy of holineſs for ſ«:ftification, which Chriff hath revealed he will 
beſerved and obeyed in, Which whoſoever ſhall not at chat time 
be found walking in, but worfh'ps God, according to his own or 0.4 
ther mens devices,bis works(as the Prophet threatned the bypocri- 
tical and ceremonial Jews )/4!/ not prove a covering t+ bm, but both 
they, and all the lies which arc found out to ſupport them, ſhall be 
*Cwept a way:th: fire, wherein that day ſ-4/l be revecled,, will burn wp 
all the Droſs and /tabsle, wherewith vain men think they adorn, bug 
indeed only disfizure or rather defile, Gods worſhip, Whaterec 
Paint may be put upon Mens Inventions, it will upon 
an impartial ſearch be found, almoſt as little a ſin, nor to 
ſerve God art all, as to ſerye bim in any other, way then be himſelf 
hath commanded : For the one indeed is bare faced; impiety , but 
the egher 15 thus far like anto ir, in that it preſumes to reach God 
#i{dew, and ſo F#d«: like, betrays Gods honour , while it pretends 
to kiſs him, | | 
Laſtiy, from Servile Fears: there is nothing more unworthy of & 
Chrittian , then to be afraid of men ; ſince this rends to the diſhonor 
ef Chrif, as if he were nota great King, and able to fare all bis ſwb- 
jefts, This charge he laid upon bis Diſciples, when he ſent them to 
preach, be 11t afraid of them which cangnly kill the bedy,( Mat,10,28, ) 
and afterwards, when he eacouraged the Church of Smyrua,fear neng 
of thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer, the Divil ſhall caſt ſome of yow in 
' prifen, that you way be tempted, be thon f arbfnl unto death, and1 will 
fve thee a Crown of Life, (Rev-2.10,)This promiſe we do evidently 
disbelieve,if we give way ſo far to our Fear,as to be kept from open 
contefling;and therefore the fearful and nnbelieving are joyned to 
gether, as thoſe that are to have their partin the fame /ake of fire 
(Rev, 21, 8,) When the Apoſtle preſſech Timothy tro be carneſt i® 
ſtirring mp that gift which Grd had beſtowed upon him (2 Tim, 1, 6.) 
he nſeth this Argament, For God bath wot grver ws the Spirit of Fray 
but of Power, (v, 7.) And thence he proceeds to exhort him, bs not 
therefore aſhamed of the teſtimony of our Lord, v, 8, but ſuffer afflicti ow 
wh the Qeffs according tothe power of God, all thoſe diftinftions and 
evaſiens,which men have deviſed co ſhift off the Croſs, will be found 
at [« to'be only the biding places, thas freer hytd provided colkglicer 
't 
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it ſelf in, ard what the Apoſtle 2ffirmetl'concethilt {heb hon 
preſſed and contendedfor ie his tiaſe, may be; $4 concerg- 
ing all, thar *hofe who compelled others to them , did it only that they 
w1gbt mot be perſecuted by the creſ1 of Chriſt (Gal, 6. 12. )But ſince the 
Croſs do:h prepare the way for the Crewn; let us not far”, bot ra- 
ther pray, as the Apoſtles did, when they were filenced by thei Rus 
lers, No:» Lord beho{d their threats and give wnto thy ſervants with dl! 
boldneſs to [peak thy word ( Att 14. 29, )Courage becomes a Chriſtian 
ſo much, chat without ic he cannot be one; but will, upon every 
iryal, expoſe his Logds Honour ang Power to cgntgmpt and cen 
ure, 


| : - TheReader isintreated tocorreR theſe 
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following ERRATAS. 


Par 3. Line 25, is read it is, 

P. 2, L,31.acknowledge r. acknowledged, 

P. 5. L. 19. Ocadiahr, Obadjzh, 

P.6.L,6 Wreſtling r- #1cfiog iþ. L. 23, minzte r, minuce ib, L, 50, 
cheir r. theſe ib. L. 33. conliderate r. contders ble, 

P. 7. L. 2, much diſſicale c. much more difftcu't ib, L. 18, the reaſon 


r.thi- reaſon 1b. L. 23,or flea r,of p ea ib,[.,31 ſeeming r, ſeem- 


irglyib. L, 37.7. bis return iÞ. L, 39 r jn 4 limited, 

P.8.L.4.Seſum r. Telum ib, Chap.r. Cup, ib.1. 30, roo r. fo 

P.9.L, 3. raſen r, riſen ib, L, 7, hisr. ber ib, L 1-9. deceived r, ; de- 
ſcribed ib.L.16, an Univerſal r,ot ſuch an U:-iverſal ib.1 , 37,exlj eh 
or watchr. expects or waits. 

P. 10, L, 10, As r. Arts ib, L, 2o r intimate. 

P. 11, L. 26, hebrewsr. hebrew texcid5, |. 29 proves the carioſity r» 
reproved their curioltty 1,1. required r. inquired, 

P.12.k.23-1t dur4 ion rout*s dur atior, 

P. 13. 1- 30. merrily contemned r mcerly to be contemned ib. L.32 
ny r. Majeſty iþ,L, 33.0cd r, and is, |, 39, thecanſe r, the 
curle, 

P.14-L. 30. an Orthodox.r are Orthodox ib. 1, 34- r. fifty years 


ib. L.37. r there ſhall bethat id. L, 39,r, We doalſo ib, L, 40, r 


upon Earth, 

P. 15- L. 2. dele, which alſo. the Apoſtle calls our Mother t' at is a- 
bove 16, L. 7. that heathens r, the heathen, 

P. 16. L. 12, proceede* r, preceeced lo far 

P. 17, L. 24. 8calt or Church, 

P. 39. L. 49 4nwuru I. Vamra. - 

P. 23. L- 33. cxepted r. exerted, 

P. 27. L. 27. like Rubbiſh by fire r, When God: Jewels are made up 
and that Summe ſealed, then fhall this periſhing frame of things 
(which now bave the h»ly ſced for its hidden ſupport) be conſu- 
med like Rubbiſh by fire, 


FINIS, 


